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The meeting of Ayatollah A’rafi and Huijjat al-Islam Behjatpour
with the officials of the Iranian Anti-tobacco Association:

The Seminary is ready to cooperate
to eliminate social harms caused by tobacco use

In this meeting, which was held on March 3rd, 2019, with the presence of Dr.
Masjedi, the Secretary-General of the Iranian Anti-Tobacco Association (IATA),
Hojatoleslam Mo'in-Shirazi, the chairman of the Board of Directors of IATA, and
other masters and members of the Seminary, the director of the seminaries of
Qom expressed the readiness of the Seminary for comprehensive cooperation.
He said: “We should do all our best to curb social problems and harms and
find an immediate solution with the cooperation of the Seminary, IATA, and
other related institutions.” In the meeting, which was held at the Office of the
Director of the Seminaries in Qom, Ayatollah A'rafi emphasized the elimination
of social harms, especially youth addiction to tobacco use, protecting people
against social harms, and trying to clear abnormalities from the city of Qom.
According to him, “Observation of harms and abnormalities in the holy city of
Qom and the involvement of young people in these crises are really alarming.”
According to the member of the Supreme Council of the Seminaries, “This
cooperation can be found as the joint cultural activities, using the propaganda
network, culture-building, and implementing various programs and projects. The
Seminary can have very good cooperation in these areas and it acknowledges
these activities as its missions.” The head of the seminaries continued, “To do
this, it is better to create a workgroup with the presence of some experts from
both sides in order to sign an agreement for stronger cooperation.”

Unfortunately, hookahs and cigarettes are not counted as the addictive
substance

In the meeting with the officials of IATA at the Center for the Management
of Women’s Seminaries, the head of the Cultural-Promotional Deputy of the
Women’s Seminaries referred to the positive impact of culture-building and
propaganda on the reduction of harms of addictive substance. She said: “During
the prevalence of crack, there was a lot of culture-building and advertising
which resulted in a sharp decrease in the use of this substance in the country.
But today, unfortunately, more dangerous drugs have been replaced. Much
effort should be made to prevent the spread of these substances, especially
among young people.” According to her, “there are about 500 religious schools
in the country that have religious and cultural activities throughout the country.
Our cultural mediators in these schools can have major roles in the cities and

communities of women, especially to control addictive substances.”

The only thing not sanctioned in Iran is the cigarette

In this meeting, the Secretary-General of IATA said that the only thing that is not
sanctioned in Iran is the cigarette, and the United States, which has stopped
the export of all types of commodities into Iran, has not impeded the export of
cigarettes into this country. According to him, “Mirza-ye-Shirazi issued the first
effective fatwa to boycott tobacco. Afterward, other Ayatollahs issued similar
fatwas on the boycott of tobacco.” “In Iran, according to statistics, less than 2
percent of girls and women consume cigarettes and 40 percent of school and
university students use hookahs. Unfortunately, this issue has now spread into
families and this is a highly worrying problem. Currently, there are about 2.9
million young addicts in the country whose addiction is usually started from
hookah use”, added Masjedi. “According to the law, using hookahs in public
placesis prohibited. But now, the Iranian parliament is trying to remove the name
of hookah lounges from the list of public places and introduce them as private
places. At the same time, in Saudi Arabia, nobody dares to smoke tobacco a few
kilometers far from the religious places. But in Iran, it is the opposite, because
there is much use of tobacco just around the religious places.”

Government currencies are used to import tobacco instead of strategic goods
According to Masjedi, “Unfortunately, it has come to the point where the
government uses its currency (-4,200Toman dollar) for importing tobacco
instead of allocating it for controlling the inflation and supplying the basic goods
and medicines needed by the people.”

“The Americans have stopped the export of strategic goods into Iran, but they
do not hinder the export of cigarettes into Iran, because they have understood
that Iranians are resistant people. Hence, they are trying to enter cigarettes
into Iran so much that the people of Iran get a stroke and die from smoking.
For instance, a total of 32 million dollars cigarette have recently arrived in the
country”, Masjedi added. He said, “Today, American and Israeli companies
strive to import tobacco products into other countries. One of these Israeli
factories has founded a representation in Iran. This indicates the essential
program of enemies for the destruction of Iranian youth. On the one hand, we
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call ‘Down with America’, and on the other hand, we are looking for American
cigarettes and licensing to American companies.”

The significant role of female seminary students in family safeguarding and
preventing tobacco use

In the meeting with the officials of IATA at the Center for the Management
of Women’s Seminaries, the Secretary-General of IATA said that annually,
about 60,000 people die from drug use in the country, which is twice as much
as road accidents in the country. Since the Seminary has vast capacities, the
female seminary students can be very effective in this regard and they have a
significant role in culture-building for reducing tobacco use.

Referring to the dramatic growth of hookah use among youth, especially
young girls, the Secretary-General of IATA added that in the last 10 years,
the consumption of hookah tobacco has risen from 2,000 to 10,000 tons. He
emphasized the need for a stronger relationship between IATA and the women'’s
seminaries with the aim of preventing tobacco use in society, especially among
women, and preserving families. “We need continuous and more effective
plans for cooperating with the women’s seminaries”, concluded Masjedi.

The removal of the name of hookah lounges from the list of public places
facilitates the spread of tobacco use

Reminding the huge profits of the tobacco industry, the chairman of the Board
of Directors of IATA said that Iran is one of the countries where the tobacco
control law has been approved. According to him, “But the reality is that tobacco-
producing and tobacco-exporting countries do not want to set aside the huge
profits of the tobacco trade. Tobacco is one of the three richest industries in the
world, and naturally, Western countries, due to their materialistic views, do not
want to give up this source of high income. One of the strange issues about the
sanctions against Iran by the Western countries is the free export of tobacco and
cigarettes to Iran. This shows the profit-seeking incentives of Western countries.”
“By removing the name of hookah lounges from the list of public places, there
will no longer be a possibility for police and other inspectors to enter such places.
Indeed, hookah lounges would be accessed only by judicial order. Approval of such
alaw may increase the use of tobacco in the country”, concluded Mo'in-Shirazi.
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