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Control of cigarette and hookah smoking in
order to reduce non-communicable diseases

Noting that less than 15,000 people are working
in the country’s tobacco industry, the Secretary-
General of the Iranian Anti-Tobacco Association
said, “The number of these workers is only 15,000
and the figure 50,000, which some people insist
on it, is a misleading number. In addition, the
increase in tobacco taxes has nothing to do with
the unemployment of workers.” Referring to the
concerns of some Parliamentarians regarding the
necessity of supporting the domestic production,
Masjedi added, “Supporting the domestic
production is a concern for all of us and we will
continue to insist on it. But I emphasize that to
support the domestic industry more effectively,
it would be better to double the tax on imported
cigarettes. The experience of many countries has
shown that this is a very effective way to support
the domestic production.”

Pointing to the rising trend in prices for energy carriers
and strategic food products, he continued, “There is
no scientific, economic, or social justification for
reducing tobacco taxes, while the tobacco mafia uses
any method to stabilize its position.”

Now there are between 2 and 2.5 million
addicted youngsters in Iran

Pointing out that between 80% and 88% of addicted
youngsters start their addiction by smoking cigarette
and hookah, Masjedi added, “Now there are between
2 and 2.5 million addicted youngsters in Iran. Do we
have to wait for an annual increase in the number of
addicted youth in the country?”

“We have the lowest tobacco taxes in the region, even

in comparison to Afghanistan. If the taxes are levied,
the financial need for the Development Plan will be
eliminated, and it will increase from 4 trillion Tomans
in the first year to 11 trillion Tomans in the final year.”
Masjedi said.

“Ithas been estimated that 14% of Iranian people smoke
cigarettes. Religious authorities, including Ayatollah
Nouri-Hamedani and Ayatollah Makarem-Shirazi,
have forbidden planting, harvesting, producing,
distributing and selling tobacco. We hope this issue
won’t be approved by the Health Commission of the
Parliament.” Masjedi noted.

Iran is a member of FCTC
for Fighting Tobacco
but it does not adhere to the treaty
Stating that Iran is a member of FCTC (Framework
Convention on Tobacco Control) for Fighting Tobacco,
but it does not adhere to the treaty, Masjedi added, “Every
day, 10 billion Tomans is spent on buying cigarettes
in the country, between 50 and 55 percent of which is
net profit, while hookah has much more profit than it.
Unfortunately, National Tax Administration does not
address the issue of hookah lounges seriously. As a result,

the tobacco mafia continues to benefit from this situation.
Also, 97% of consumed cigarettes in Iran are domestic
products, while state-owned factories in other sectors
are facing bankruptcy. We had 6 tobacco factories in the
country; now we have 18 factories.”

According to Masjedi, “In Iran, between 55 and 60
thousand people die annually because of tobacco smoking.
Of course, 10 percent of this statistic is the share of people
who are exposed to second-hand smoke. According to the
World Health Organization, governments should spend
twice as much as people spend on cigarette purchase on
the treatment of tobacco-induced diseases.”

In Iran, 80% of deaths are due to
non-communicable diseases

Noting that tobacco and hookah smoking is associated
with more than 52 types of diseases and 25 types of
cancer, and also that in Iran, 80% of deaths are due to
non-communicable diseases, the Secretary-General of the
Iranian Anti-tobacco Association concluded that, “Healthy
nutrition, physical activity, tobacco abstinence and alcohol
abstinence are the four most important factors in preventing
non-communicable diseases. Of course, the World Health
Organization has added air pollution to the list.”
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The section of membership and
public participatin of this society
accepts new honorary members

of the participation
of Tobacco Preventlon
Ambassadors in
Bahman 22nd rallies

With anti-tobacco flags in their hands, Tobacco
Prevention Ambassadors of Varamin branch, affiliated
to the Iranian Anti-tobacco Association, took part
along with other participants at the Bahman 22nd
massive rallies. While supporting the ideals and
achievements of the Islamic Revolution, there were
anti-tobacco slogans - about the necessity of raising the
tobacco prices and taxes and the reduction of tobacco
use among young people - on the banners of the
Ambassadors. By writing slogans on the banners and
flags in their hands, Tobacco Prevention Ambassadors
tried to declare their tobacco-related concerns to the
authorities. In this way, they tried to persuade the
authorities to address tobacco-related problems and
issues and take more serious decisions to modify the
current situation.

Iranian Anti-TobaccorAssociation

Tel: 88105001-2
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PAD Project
Frevention :gainsttobacco Dependence Tohacco Control Research Center
Iranian Anti-Tobacco association

for more information and registratlo, pleas contact the above-mentioned phone numbers

In evry six seconds,one person becomes a victim of smoking

TCRC

Iranian Arti-Tobacco Association
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Nafas -e- Pak
(Clean Breath)

In order to fight against smoking
(cigarette and Hookah)
and prevent its growth,Clean Breath
Educational Center presents a variety of

free happy programs in this center, schools

and Kindergartens for children
between 6 and 12
Tel:88105188-9



