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On May 11th, 2017, concurrent with Ramadan
month, a PAD meeting was held by the Iranian An-
ti-Tobacco Association (IATA) with the widespread
presence of many of officials and anti-tobacco
benefactors in a hotel in Varamin city.

Some of the figures attending the meeting were as
follows: Hujjat-al Islam Mahmoudi, the Imam of
Varamin Friday Prayer and the Chairman of the Co-
ordination Council of Islamic Propagation of Tehran
Province; Dr. Masjedi, the Secretary-General of the
IATA; Colonel Asghari, the Commander of IRGC
(Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps) in Varamin
region; Mr. Bakhtiyari, the Head of the Health &
Treatment Network of Varamin; Mr. Amir-Mo-
hammadi, the Head of Education Organization of
Varamin; and Mr. Abbasi, the Cultural and Social
Deputy of the Varamin Municipality.

Pointing to the implementation of PAD (Prevention
Against tobacco Dependence) project and training
the anti-tobacco materials to students of Varamin
schools, the Secretary-General of IATA said: “The
project was designed by 24 professional teams and
now it is being implemented in form of an interna-
tional pilot study in some of Varamin schools. At the
end of the run, we hope that we can offer the project
at the international level.”

“T am being working in the field of tobacco for the last
28 years and I'm the first Iranian, who joins the Anti-
Tobacco Association of Boston in the US. Thus, as a
lung specialist, tobacco and its harms is a great concern
for whole my life”, added Dr. Masjedi. “Unfortunately,
I touch the tobacco consequences closely by daily visit
of patients from different age groups. I should say that
our people, in addition to the exorbitant costs of to-
bacco products purchase, spend much money for treat-
ment of tobacco-induced diseases. Thus, tobacco epi-
demic should be one of the most important concerns
for the country’s officials, as a purposeful community
should cultivate an informed and healthy generation.”

“After the NGO’s discussions with the Imam of Fri-
day Prayer, the Governor, and some of top officials of
Varamin city, the PAD project started in two girlish
and boyish schools, from the previous autumn, and it
is in process now. Also, It should be noted that Hujjat
al-Islam Mohammadi Golpayegani, the Head of the
Supreme Leader’s Office and the Head of the IATA’s
Board of Trustees has had valuable cooperation in the
implementation of the project”, added Dr. Masjedi.

Culture-building means starting education from
the preschool period
According to him, “governmental institutions and de-
cision-making agencies are responsible for the health
policy of the country. Especially, the education bodies
- more than any other institutions - have the responsi-
bility of cultivating a healthy generation of adolescents
and youth. It’s not rational that every institution and
organization act regardless of the developmental goals
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The country’s education
system must take
seriously the concerns
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and we would expect the Ministry of Health to have
miracle. Unfortunately, tobacco and hookah use - in
addition to the heavy cost for the health sector - im-
pose large economic costs on the government because
of tobacco smuggling and lack of law enforcement in
the field of tobacco taxation.”

Promotion of tobacco use means promeotion of a
deceitful culture by ‘soft war’
The Provisional Imam of Varamin Friday Prayer, as a
member of IATA, says that nowadays the enemy has a
substantial investment in the field of tobacco and drug
use and follows his goal for promotion of tobacco use
among all strata of the Iranian society, especially ado-
lescents and youth. According to him, “Unfortunately,
increase of tobacco products, especially hookah, has
become a serious threat for the Iranian society and it
has attracted the minds of all policy-makers, officials,
and everyone, who concern about tobacco harms for
the society. In the field of ‘Soft War’, the enemy is be-
ing trying to achieve its targets via increase of tobacco
use in Iran. Thus, fighting the tobacco is an important
tactic for neutralizing the enemy’s Soft War. Tobacco
kills one person every second, 65000 persons in the
whole year, and causes 22 types of cancers in human

beings; all of which indicate the importance of forth-
coming threats for the Iranian society.”

“Varamin County is a leading region in cultural and
social initiatives across the country. Thus, with respect
to the available potentials, Iranian Anti-Tobacco Asso-
ciation selected Varamin as the pilot project of the first
tobacco-free city in Iran”, added Hujjat-al Islam Mah-
moudi. “In recent years, many positive measures have
been undertaken in the field of anti-smoking culture-
building in Varamin, but it requires more serious at-
tempts of Varamin officials and related organizations.”
According to the Chairman of the Coordination Coun-
cil of Islamic Propagation of Tehran Province, “Au-
thorities must try to achieve the ideal objectives by
means of various capacities in the field of anti-tobacco
activities and to raise awareness of the Iranian families
and adolescents and youth.”

Youth addiction to drugs and tobacco is the best
news for enemies
According to him, “a person who gets addicted to to-
bacco and drugs cannot perform his/her role in society
and this will be the best news for enemies. Death of one
person every six seconds due to tobacco use reflects
deep and multifaceted machinations of enemies.”

Iranian' Anti-Tobacco Association

Tel: 88105001-2

~ PAD Project
Prevention Againsttobacco Dependence Tohacco Control Research Center
Iranian Anti-Tobacco association

- Inevry six seconds,one person becomes a victim of smoking
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Every Iranian should be a soldier in fight against to-
bacco

Pointing to the necessity of treating this dreadful pain,
Mahmoudi added, “Today, all Iranian people should
enter the scene of fight against tobacco and undertake
their duties to treat this great pain. Meanwhile, families
have a special role.”

Stressing on the fact that all measures should be start-
ed from families - as the comerstone of society - he
continued, “Nowadays, Iranian families are at the
forefront of anti-tobacco combat and each person is a
soldier in this regard. Unfortunately, the enemy never
stops his hatred and conspiracies; therefore, all strata of
Iranian people should be alert and aware of the threat
of enemy and participate in neutralizing it. Varamin
has been pioneered in religious, revolutionary, and
cultural areas and - in the case of unity of people and
authorities - can become an exemplar for other areas in
the field of tobacco prevention.”

Pointing to the selection of Varamin as the pilot of the
first tobacco-free city in Iran, the Chairman of the Co-
ordination Council of Islamic Propagation of Tehran
Province said, “Until now, much effort has been done
to turn Varamin to the first tobacco-city in Iran; yet,
there is a long distance to achieve this ideal. Fighting
the tobacco epidemic is not merely a duty of certain
institution or organization; it is a responsibility for all
people, who should come together with the authorities
and turn Varamin to the first tobacco-free city in Iran.”
According to the Provisional Imam of Varamin Friday
Prayer, “Unfortunately, some officials are only satis-
fied in slogans and do not pay attention to cultural is-
sues. All officials must stand with empathy and soli-
darity against the attacks of enemies and defeat them
in this arena. In the past, cigarette and hookah smoking
was not as pervasive as today. Nowadays, because of
awareness of the harmful effects of smoking, many of
the Ayatollahs have banned tobacco.”

Supporting the PAD project should be a great
concern to officials

“Someone who smokes - intentionally or unintention-
ally - puts himself, his family, and his society in the
danger”, the member of the IATA added. “Passive
smokers are also more susceptible to diseases and
harms caused by cigarette smoke, i.e. second-hand
tobacco smoke. Therefore, all executive, judicial, and
educational sections should work together to resolve
this challenge.”

Pointing to the necessity of participation of all people
and their empathy for the fulfillment of tobacco-free
city project, Hujjat-al Islam Mahmoudi invited offi-
cials to support the project. Moreover, he asked writ-
ers, artists, and journalists to represent tobacco-related
issues in their works.
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In order to fight against smoking
(cigarette and Hookah)
and prevent its growth,Clean Breath
Educational Center presents a variety of

free happy programs in this center, schools

and Kindergartens for children
between 6 and 12
Tel:88105188-9

for more information and registratio, pleas contact the above-mentioned phone numbers
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