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About IATA Founded in 1983 by a number of physicians and benevo-
lent persons in Tehran, Iranian Anti-Tobacco Association (IATA) has been
aimed to increase the knowledge of the Iranian society on tobacco harms and
reduce the overall tobacco consumption throughout it.

Iranian Anti-Tobacco Association (IATA) has been working for the advance-
ment of tobacco control in Iran for more than thirty years. Its vision is a world
free from the devastating health, social, economic and environmental conse-
quences of tobacco and tobacco use. One of the main missions of IATA, as
a Non-Governmental Organization (NGO), is to help to develop and imple-
ment the WHO’s Framework Convention for Tobacco Control (FCTC) in

IATA’s Activities

Some of the main features and activities
of IATA

@ Official member of National Tobacco
Control Headquarters in the Iranian
Health Ministry;

@ Official member of WHO’s Frame-
work Convention Alliance for Tobacco
Control (FCA);

@ Cooperation with national and public
institutions, such as Iranian Parliament,
to ratify and implement the tobacco con-
trol laws;

@ Collaboration with the Iranian Health
Ministry in settling the preliminaries of
the Comprehensive National Tobacco
Control Law and its ratification in the
Iranian Parliament;

@ Collaboration with the Iranian Parlia-
ment in discussing the WHO’s Frame-
work Convention for Tobacco Control
(FCTC) and its ratification;

@ Persistent lobbying with governmental
bodies in order to develop anti-tobacco
programs and policies;

@ Attending national and international
anti-tobacco conferences and COPs as a

www.iata.org.ir
Telefax: (+9821)88105001-2  Telegram.me/iataorg

member of The Framework Convention
Alliance for Tobacco Control (FCA) ;

@ Cooperation with health-related gov-
ernmental or non-governmental organi-
zations, such as Tehran Municipality’s
Health Department in health-related
concerns, such as tobacco smoking;

@ Partnership with academic centers in
the field of tobacco & addiction research;
@ Partnership with Iranian Ministry of
Education in order to make schools free
of tobacco;

@ Offering counseling to various com-
panies and organizations which want to
establish tobacco-free environments and
work places; (e.g. National Iranian Oil
Company and Gulbaft Industrial Group)
@ Celebrating the National No Tobacco
Week (concurrent with the World No
Tobacco Day) annually by gatherings for
TATA’s members and official authorities;
@ Disseminating anti-tobacco knowledge
among Iranian population, mainly through
launching anti-tobacco campaigns via
mass media advertisements, anti-tobacco
warnings in public places and transporta-

tion vehicles, cultural centers, and so on;

@ Public speeches in order to circulate
anti-tobacco knowledge through the so-
ciety and to encourage the authorities to
exert their power to develop anti-tobacco
policies; (e.g. attending in Friday payer)
@ Establishing an educational unit titled
‘Nafas-e-Pak’ (Clean Breath) with the
aim of training a preventive course to
preschool & school children and their
parents, and teaching them various skills,
notably, ‘Saying No to Tobacco’;

@ Establishing smoking cessation clinics.

@® Brochures and guidelines for quit-
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Nafas -e- Pak
(Clean Breath)

ting and providing information about
health risks of smoking in different
formats

@ Storybooks for children

® Carte Ghermez (Red Card):
monthly journal devoted exclusively
to the tobacco news in Iran and the
world. It also provides new studies,
critical reviews and social and eco-
nomic aspects of tobacco and tobacco
use.

One of the most efficient activities
of TATA is establishing smoking ces-
sation clinics. These clinics — which
were launched about 20 years ago in
Tehran and now are extending to other
cities — offer free services to all smok-
ers who want to quit. So far, more
than thousand smokers referred to
these clinics and many of them have
quit their smoking habit. Also, one
of the initiatives held in these clin-
ics is training physicians in order to

Iran as the basis for effective tobacco control programs.
Nowadays, the Iranian Anti-Tobacco Association, which consists of a
board of trustees, a board of directors, about 30 employees, and more than
5,000 members nationwide, plays a critical role in this enterprise. It made
the issue an urgent one in the eyes of the public and officials. It continues
to be a highly effective institution in the field of tobacco control in Iran.
Recently, IATA has declared waterpipe (a.k.a. hookah or shisha) as one of
the most important issues in its anti-tobacco efforts. Regarding spread of
waterpipe in the Iranian population, particularly among youth, IATA has fo-
cused on it and set a major goal to publicize its harms and negative outcomes.

Smoking Cessation Clinic

recruit them in other cessation clinics
and bring them the knowledge about
the newest quit smoking methods and
treatments. These clinics have a close
cooperation with Tehran Municipality
and other institutions related to health
and tobacco fields.

D.R Mohammad Reza Masjedi expressed: Taxes on cigarettes and to-
bacco products are considered to be a tripartite win-win action for
all countries, particularly for developing countries. Because by reduc-
ing the consumption of cigarettes, on the one hand it helps with the
expenses of the individual and the family and on the other hand, im-
posed costs on health budget become less.

He added: As well as the government’s income that directly through taxes
on cigarettes and tobacco products and indirectly through imposed budget
cuts on health reveals different aspects of it. Funds in this way are given to
the states in order to be used as a basis for the protection of public health

Secretary General of Iran’s Anti-Tobacco Association;

Tanes on Gigarettes, a Tripartite Win-Win Action for Developing Gountries

programs, and based on that, effective and sustainable actions in the field
of prevention and the development of public health will be done.

W

the manifold.

costs imposed on health, and carry out the practical plans.

He added: Opponents of raising taxes on cigarettes and tobacco products
have been raised the following items and influence the legislators and
administrators’ opinion in different countries, including:

1- Reduction in government revenues due to a reduction in the consump-
tion of cigarettes and tobacco products that this objection is compensated
by increasing taxes and reducing the costs imposed on health funding to

2- Unemployment and lack of job creation that in fact, the money spent
on cigarettes and tobacco products, in the case of reducing consumption,

won’t remain unused before people, but spend in other living expenses
and subsistence which in turn makes the output and employment cycle more active.

Masjedi with respect to Iran pointed out: Iran was among the first countries to join the Framework
Convention on Tobacco Control (FCTC). The Convention as the first instance in the field of public
health has obliged the governments to adhere to its relevant provisions; action plans and the mea-
sures necessary to achieve them are under way.

He said: Six of the most important provision of this convention, as Mpower, contains numerous oc-
casions that the most important of them is the increase in the price of tobacco products through tax
increase; so that 70 to 75 percent of the retail price be the tax.

Secretary General of Iranian anti-Tobacco Association noted: According to Article 8 of the compre-
hensive legislation of the Parliament Tobacco Control Act of 2006, the government is required to
increase the price of tobacco products through taxation annually. In this way, and in situations where
the comprehensive program of health transformation that is running by the government and the ef-
forts of the Ministry of Health and Medical Education, and its step by step success requires a stable
funding, regarding the issue of taxation of tobacco products in the fields of health and economy is
associated with the individual, collective and national tripartite win.

Masjedi in explaining this issue, said: United Nations called for an increase on cigarette taxes and
tobacco products to secure sustainable development financing. According to the United Nations’
Declaration of the Third International Conference in the field of “Financing” (financing of develop-
ment) that was concluded on 16 June 2015 in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, the organization wants of all
states to operate the demand as an essential action to reduce the tobacco consumption and reduce the

3- Raising cigarette smuggling that in our country from 2006 to 2008, which was the first years of
applying the cigarette taxes and tobacco products’ rise after being approved by Islamic Parlement
of Iran by the government, and simultaneously serious efforts were made to control cigarette smug-
gling, which was a successful and exemplary experiment. So the issue of smuggling is not a reason-
able justification unless in a situation that there has been no serious and appropriate measures to
control smuggling.

4- Injustice and pressure on the poor, it is worth mentioning that increase in the price of cigarettes
and tobacco products will put more pressure on the poor. Studies in China and Bangladesh has
shown that increasing taxes on cigarettes consumption leads to reduce in consumption, and cause
more savings on family expenses in weaker sections of society. Unexpended money for cigarettes
and tobacco products will be spent to provide food, clothing and other family necessities.

5- Public’s distrust in the government and lack of believing, that generally, clarify and justify people
to increase taxation of cigarettes and tobacco products as well as how the expense of derived mon-
eys from this tax, and general declaration of them by governments caused public’s more support to
deal with this ominous phenomenon.

Masjedi in the end declared: It should be noted that, according to experts’ calculations, the estimated
cigarette tax based on retail rates and according to the law approved by the parliament of 20%, i.e.
more than two trillion dollars, that in the case of regular implementation of it in a 5-year period
reaches to eleven billion dollars annually.



