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Over %30 of Iranian Cigarette Markets is in the Hands of Smugglers

“Over %30 of Iranian cigarette markets and smoking
products are smuggled into the country" Secretary of
Iranian Anti-Tobacco Association said. Huge amounts
of smuggled cigarettes are continuously entering into
Iranian markets by trucks”.

According to IATA News Website, Mohammad Reza Masjedi
added, “Each year, around 60 billion cigarettes are used by Ira-
nians, and around 30 billion Tomans is spent by Iranians for this
harmful product a day”.

Dr. Masjedi added that throughout the past decade, in compari-
son with the rate of inflation (30 percent) in our country the price
of cigarette has been reduced. Ten years ago, the monthly salary of
a worker was 400 thousand Tomans. Today, this salary is around
1200000 Tomans. Although such income is not enough to pay the
life expenses but in the past, a worker who smoked, had to spend
%10 of his salary to buy cigarette; nowadays, he spends %6 of his
salary. Therefore, it is easier for him to buy cigarette.

Head of WHO’s secretariat of Framework Convention on Tobacco
Control (FCTC), Ms. Vera Silva, last week in the Iranian Ministry
of health said that if Iran wants to have a healthy and rich popula-
tion, it has to prevent the growth of using smoking products
(particularly hookah) among its people. One of the best ways to
achieve this objective is to increase taxes on smoking products and
to make them more expensive particularly hookah.

She mentioned to the last week meeting that she had with mem-
bers of health convention of Iranian Parliament (Majlis), and said,;
Iranian officials are planning for the next year budget. Therefore,
Iranian parliament (Majlis) has the opportunity to increase the
taxes on smoking products. In this way, it can play a major role in

preventing the growth of consumption of smoking products.

“Every day, 10 billion Tomans is transacted in Iranian
cigarette markets”

Mohammad Reza Masjedi attended a meeting titled “Ways of
cooperation between public organizations and the government
to execute the Convention” which senior members of World
Health Organization (WHO), Behzad ValiZadeh (chief expert
in the National Center for Anti- Smoking), Khadijeh Mohaseli
(head of Secretariat of Anti- Smoking in Ministry of Health)
were present. In this meeting Masjedi said, “Unfortunately, our

country is faced to 52 new diseases which are the consequences
of smoking. On the other hand, investment in Iranian smoking

industry (cigarette and hookah) is the first objective of industri-
alized and developed countries”.

He added that each day, 10 billion Tomans is spent in ciga-
rette transactions in Iran. This is a major threat for our health
system. At the present time, a large portion of health budget of

our country is spent on smoking-related diseases.

Secretary of IATA stated, “In our country, %15 of people smoke
cigarette and hookah. A large amount of our health system
budget is spent on this small population. In fact this trend
reduces the health budget for the other %75 of the population
who are non-smokers. It can be neither moral nor economical”.

Dr. Maria Silva, head of WHO'’s secretariat of Framework Conven-
tion on Tobacco Control, said that although there are useful and
effective laws for the prevention of smoking and even its quitting
in all countries, particularly in Iran. However, we are not doing
well in enforcing these helpful laws. Now it is the time for authori-
ties and related organizations to employ all their power to prevent
the growth of smoking,

She added that fight against smoking not only be focused in the
capital but also this fight should be spread across the country.

By emphasizing on this fact that the Conventions of World Health
Organization have non-political nature, she said, “Diseases
resulted from smoking, particularly cigarette and hookah, are
increasing across the world. Therefore, it's no use limiting our
activities to only reciting mottos. We should find effective ways to
help smokers to quit smoking”.

In her comments, Dr. Silva, “Unfortunately, in advertise-
ments, hookah and cigarette are introduced as normal
products. However, among people, pregnant women and
families with small children are seriously threatened by the
consequences of smoking. This is a serious issue that needs
the tact and support of authorities in all countries particularly
the health authorities”.

WHO: Iran Must Raise Tobacco Tax as per FCTC

Financial Tribune Website: A visiting delegation from the World
Health Organization headed by Dr. Vera Luiza da Costa e Silva,
head of WHO's secretariat of Framework Convention on Tobacco
Control (FCTC), held a meeting with Iranian officials from compe-
tent organizations on Sunday, January 17.

The meeting, at the Health Ministry, centered on Iran’s perfor-
mance in terms of tobacco control. Officials also discussed past
experiences and underlined the need for WHO aid in the area.
Health Minister Hassan Qazizadeh Hashemi, Dr. Ghazi S. Zaa-
tari, chairperson of the WHO Study Group on Tobacco Product
Regulation, Khosrow Sadeqniat, head of the secretariat of Iran’s
Tobacco Control Headquarters, and Ahmad Kousha, head of the
Non-Communicable Diseases Center at the Health Ministry, were
among the attendees.

“Some measures taken so far by the Islamic Republic have been
satisfactory, but failure to implement Article 6 of the convention
remains Iran’s main shortcoming in this respect,” Silva main-
tained.

Article 6 of the FCTC mandates effective taxes on tobacco
products that lead to higher prices which not only help reduce
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consumption and demand, but also cuts governments’ healthcare
costs associated with tobacco consumption. It recommends big
increase in cigarette tax to reduce consumption.

“We need to look into what changes the FCTC has managed to
bring to the tax structures and price of tobacco products in Iran,”
Silva stressed.

In the Islamic Republic, the tax on cigarettes is equivalent to a
paltry 2% of the cost price, while preventive legislation in some
countries suggests that 70% of cigarette prices should constitute
taxes.

The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) is following up on the
proposal made to the Majlis to raise taxes on tobacco. So far, the
special commission in this regard has not agreed to the proposal
submitted by the Health Ministry, according to Sadeqniat.

>

The use of tobacco is the largest (preventable) cause of disease and
premature death in the country.

“Around 65,000 people die of tobacco use in the country an-
nually,” Sadeqniat said, adding that 50 billion cigarettes worth
$33.3 million are smoked every year by nearly 10 million people.
Further, around 30% of children below five years are exposed to

1 [ranian Anti-llobaccorAssociation

The section of membership and public participation of
this association, accepts new honorary members
Tel: 88105001-2

tobacco smoke.

According to WHO, the tobacco epidemic is one of the biggest
public health threats the world has ever faced, killing around 6
million people a year. More than 5 million of those deaths are
the result of direct tobacco use while more than 600,000 are the
result of non-smokers being exposed to second-hand smoke.
There are more than 4000 chemicals in tobacco smoke, of which
at least 250 are known to be harmful and more than 50 are known
to cause cancer.

Tobacco users who die prematurely deprive their families of in-
come, raise the cost of health care and hinder economic develop-
ment.

Nearly 80% of the more than one billion smokers worldwide

live in low- and middle-income countries, where the burden of
tobacco-related illness and death is heaviest.

A mechanism that increases prices and imposes higher taxes is
one of the core strategies of the WHO to reduce the demand for
tobacco. Many countries including France, Philippines and Turkey
have successfully introduced stringent tobacco tax policies, an
action that has reduced its use without leading to an increase in
cigarette smuggling.
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Nafas -e- Pak
(Clean Breath)

In order to fight against smoking
(Cigarette and Hookah)
and prevent its growth,Clean Breath Educational
Center presents a variety of free happy programs
in this center, Schools and Kindergartens for children
between 6 and 12 , Tel:88105188-9

For more information and registration, please contact the above-mentioned phone numbers
Address: No. 4, Farahani pour Avenue, 7n Avenue, Seyyed Jamaloddin Asad Abadi street (Yuosef Abad), Tehran

www.iata.org.ir - info@iata.org.ir - Telegram.me/iataorg



