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Speaking at a national conference related to the
National Non-Smoking Week held at the Minis-
try of Health, the Secretary-General of the Irani-
an Anti-Tobacco Association (IATA) announced,
“After the sanctions, we saw foreign tobacco
companies entering Iran’s market. The produc-
tion of cigarettes by paying the lowest amount of
taxes in Iran has imposed a heavy burden on the
health of the community. This situation is incon-
sistent with our slogans of development.”

Referring to the issue that cigarette taxes should be
increased by 10% annually, Dr. Mohammad Reza
Masjedi said, “After being sanctioned, the British
American Tobacco’s factory in Eshtehard and the
Japan Tobacco International (JTI) are producing
cigarettes in Iran without any restriction and by
paying a very low amount of taxes. They claim that
they are making jobs for the Iranian people, while
many residents of Eshtehard could not find a job at
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this actory. Japan, which was able to bring Toyota
into Iran after sanctions, brought tobacco products

instead. Here, we can feel the vacuum of knowledge
and understanding in the country. Why Japan, the
United States or the UK invest in tobacco produc-
tion in Iran, while they have other basic industries?”
“Last year, despite much effort of anti-tobacco activ-
ists, the issues of retail sales taxation - as well as some
materials in the Article 88 of the Sixth Development
Plan of Iran - were not implemented”, Dr. Masjedi
added. “If we had increased tobacco taxes by 10 per-
cent annually, now we could observe a 100% increase
in taxes for this damaging product”, Masjedi added.

Pointing to the issue that the Ministry of Health
is not solely responsible for health costs, Masjedi
said, “One hand camt clap. If the Ministry of In-
dustry continues to this disorderly management of
cigarette production - while the Ministry of Health
would be recognized as solely responsible for all
health costs - then, we cannot be successful in the
health arena.”

“We have a long way to go to achieve our ideals.
Countries, which are successful in the field of tobac-
co control today, already has paved the way”, con-
cluded Dr. Masjedi. “The Iranian Anti-Tobacco As-
sociation, as an NGO, was always pioneering in the
field of tobacco prevention and control, especially
by its PAD-Yaran and a training center (Faramuz)
for children and adolescents. Therefore, all govern-
mental and non-governmental institutions must be
more united with each other in order to accomplish
the cultural, societal, and health-related goals.”

Pointing to the issue that the Ministry of Industry
does not accept the reduction in tobacco use and
seeks to develop the tobacco industry because of
its high income, the Minister of Health says, “The
Ministry of Industry neutralize whatever we do,
as if tobacco industry has a large profit for it and
maybe for the Management and Planning Organi-
zation. They have closed their eyes on some issues.”

Emphasizing on the fact that solving the country»s
problems requires political commitment, Dr. Hash-
emi added, “Health- and treatment-related problems
won’t be solved unless all senior officials and relat-
ed organizations recognize their duties and commit
themselves to do their best. We hope that this politi-
cal commitment will be created at the national level.
It should be noted that at least 11% of the people in

The Ministry of Industry does not
believe in tobacco use reduction

the community are smokers, while some statistics
and figures are being concealed.”

Reduction of social harms needs
political commitment
Stressing on the issue that resolving the basic prob-
lems - such as addiction, poverty, social harms, and
economic and cultural concerns - needs political
commitment, the Minister of Health continued, “If
there would not be any commitment, the efforts of
the government, the Parliament, organizations, cler-
ics, and the rest of the organizations and authorities

will not come to a successful end.”

Referring to the decrease of cigarette use in the
Iranian society in the recent years, he said that
currently, cigarette smoking by Iranian people has
dropped by 0.7-0.8 percent in comparison with pre-
vious years. The Universities of Medical Sciences
have had successful measures in recent years, which
was mainly due to the presence of legal regulations
on smoking and hookah. Moreover, there had been
many efficient plans in the past four years, but due
to the absence of a serious widespread intention in
this direction, such efforts and plans won’t lead to

great achievements.

Pointing to the woeful plight of addicts’ families, he
added, “If we consider the average number of each
family to be 4 - given the presence of about 2.5 mil-
lion addicts in Iran - currently more than 10 million
people are being affected by the addition. Nonethe-
less, some people criticize us why health costs are
rising, but same people make society sick by their
harmful plans. They encourage people to smoke
more and pollute the environment by the harmful
fuel of tobacco smoke.”

Citing the death of many people due to smoking,
Dr. Hashemi concluded, “There must be a provision
for people to have more vitality and not to use such
substances. But unfortunately, we see that Iranian
people spend annually more than 10 thousand bil-
lion Tomans for cigarette and hookah.”

Photo report
of Faramuz , Smoking Cessation Clinic and PAD- helpers activities
at the National No-Tobacco Week (1-7, July) '
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