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The implementation of the new phase of the PAD
project (path to tobacco free city)

in the schools of the Varamin County

In November 2016, the PAD project (path to
tobacco free city) was implemented after 10 years
in all schools in the Varamin County. This project
was supported by the Varamin City Council, the
Governor of Varamin, Hojatoleslam Mahmoodi,
the Provisional Imam of Friday Prayer in Varamin,
and Ayatollah  Mahmoodi the
Representative of the Supreme Leader in Varamin.

Golpayegani,

The Secretary-General of the Iranian Anti-Tobacco
Association (IATA) said about the implementation of
the new phase of the PAD project in the schools of
the Varamin County: “The project will be continued
in the schools of the Varamin County from the
beginning of November this year, and we are trying
to turn the schools in the Province to the centers for
the fight against delinquency and tobacco smoking
through the implementation of this project.”

Emphasizing that if the money of one day of buying
cigarette in the country will be transferred to the
bank accounts of the school-building benevolent
persons, we will not have any other deprived
schools in the country, Mohammad-Reza Masjedi
said, “Wherever the talk is about health, the role
of education becomes more pronounced. Focusing
on smoking, and especially hookah, must begin
from children and adolescents. Therefore, we are

pleased that Varamin, as the first County in the

country, cooperates with us in implementing this
health-based project.”

According to Masjedi, “by the implementation
of this project, tobacco sale should be prohibited
within a certain distance beyond the boundaries of
the educational facilities. Also, the implementation
of this project requires the direct support of
regulatory and enforcement agencies. The PAD
project is a pioneering project that will be more

powerful with the participation of children and
adolescents.”

“The people of Varamin, as they were at the
beginning of the Islamic Revolution, are now also
pioneers in the fight against tobacco, especially in
schools. Also, the support of Ayatollah Mahmoodi,
the Imam of Friday Prayer in Varamin, will serve
as a memorial of the clerics in the field of tobacco

prevention”, Masjedi concluded.

The PAD project is a valuable achievement for
Varamin

The Managing Director of the IATA Varamin Branch
said about the implementation of the new phase
of the PAD project in Varamin, “PAD means a
project for tobacco prevention as well as a step
towards a tobacco-free city. After ten years, with
the cooperation of the Varamin Branch, IATA was
able to conduct this project in this city with various
consultations.”

According to Shahsavan, “In this project, by manuals
provided for PAD-Yaran, trainers, parents, and
students, in addition to educating trainers in order
to teach anti-tobacco materials to students and
parents, and also educating students regarding the
skill of ‘Saying No! to Tobacco’, necessary materials
will be presented personally or through the book.”
“This project is a valuable achievement for
Varamin. Therefore, Varamin has made every effort
to fight tobacco. Now, this fight can take place in
schools, alleys and streets, shops, and the whole
city. Therefore, we hope that in the future, with
the cooperation of the Ministry of Education and
other institutions, this project will be implemented
throughout the country”, Shahsavan concluded.
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~ In every eight seconds,one person becomes a victim of smoking
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