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The meeting of Iranian Anti-Tobacco Association’s representatives
with the top clerics of Qom province:

RELIGIOUSLY AND TRADITIONALLY
HOOKAH LOUNGES
DO NOT INCLUDE PRIVATE PLACES

The representatives of the Iranian Anti-
Tobacco Association (IATA) spoke with
some of the top clerics of Qom province
- including Ayatollah Makarem Shirazi,
Ayatollah NooriHamedani, and Ayatollah
Mohammadali Alavi Gorgani - and also
Javad Shahrestani - the representative
of Ayatollah Sistani in Qom - about the
harms of tobacco use and the increase of
smoking among juveniles and women.
They also discussed the allocation of the
foreign currency for tobacco imports,
and the omission of hookah lounges
name from the public places list in
the National Comprehensive Law for
Tobacco Control (ratified in 2006) by
some parliamentarians. This meeting
was held at Imam Sajjad religious school.

We should discard either medicine
or tobacco

Pointing out that there are 120 types
of tobacco-induced diseases, Ayatollah
Makarem Shirazi said in this meeting,
“how can our young people study at
the universities and get acquainted with
tobacco-induced diseases, but they will
be turned into smoking.” He stressed
that “we should discard either medicine
or tobacco.”

Expressing his concern about the worrying
figures of smoking in the country,
Ayatollah Makarem Shirazi said that “if
the physicians> words about cigarette-
related diseases are correct, why the
production and distribution of cigarettes
inthe country s licensed? If these licenses
are issued, then the physicians» words
about these diseases are false. Which
of these statements is true? The current
state of addiction to smoking and hookah
is not appropriate, as it will wspread

various diseases in society. Figures on
the prevalence of smoking in the young
generation are alarming.”

Religiously and traditionally, hookah
lounges do not include private places
Pointing to  this issue  that
unemployment, poverty, inflation, and
devaluation of the national currency
are the main causes of the country>s
problems, and these problems have
led the youth to tobacco, Ayatollah
Noori Hamedani asserted that “we have
many orders in the hadiths to maintain
the soul, and as the health of the body
is important, we must also care for the
health of the soul. Hence, committed,

compassionate, and knowledgeable
physicians have a heavy responsibility
for maintaining community health.”
Thistop clericsaid about the privatization
of hookah lounges: “Wherever people
go, it is an example of public places.
Therefore, based on our religion and
tradition, the hookah lounges are
not private places. Also, given that all
cultural, political, economic, and social
affairs are interrelated, authorities must
be aware of the problems of the country
and take steps to resolve them.”

“The enemies want to weaken us by
importing tobacco to the country. So
we must always be alert and pay special
attention to this issue.” Ayatollah Noori

Hamedani said. “The Islamic society
should be protected from oppression,
ignorance, and poverty. Therefore,
with the aim of establishing a unified
and progressive society, Islam attempts
to fight the destructive factors in the
community.”

Some of the Iranian Parliament’s
policies for normalizing hookah
consumption are inappropriate

According to Ayatollah Alavi Gorgani,
“Effective culture-building aimed at
the reduction of tobacco use in the
community should be accompanied by
government policies. If the government
allows tobacco import and production,

that culture-building will be fruitless
and the wealth of the country will be
wasted... The government must prevent
tobacco imports in order to oppose
the colonialism of the enemies and the
problems in the country.”

“Through the infiltration of tobacco,
the enemies are seeking colonialism
and creating poverty and plight in the
Islamic community and influence in
other countries. We should confront
the conspiracies of enemies. Also,
we must prevent the spread of social
consequences of tobacco use”, he
added. “Today;, if tobacco smoking and
hookah have become widespread in
the community and have become a
commonplace issue, that is because we
are not aware of the conspiracies and
plans of enemies and the diseases and
problems that our country is facing.”

Importing American cigarettes to the
country at the cost of 32$ million
The Secretary-General of IATA also said
in this meeting that "Any company or
country that exchanges more than 5$
million with Iran would be sanctioned by
the United States. It means that in these
years, only imports of cigarettes have

not been sanctioned in Iran.”

In the current economic situation, the
most important factories in the country
- whose goal is to produce necessary
materials - are shut down, but the
number of cigarette factoriesisincreasing
in the country”, Mohammadreza
Masjedi added. “Unfortunately, over
the past three years, dairy factories have
faced major economic problems, but the
number of newly established tobacco
companies has increased.”
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|l\ ' Smoking Cessation |
f | Clinic

T ethods of the basis of

Iranian Anti-Tobacco Association

PAD Project
Path to Tobecoo free city

Iranian Anti-Tobacco association

Women’s unit

Tell: (+9821)88105004

Tobacco Control Research Center

Iranian Anti-Tobacco association

In every eight seconds,one person becomes a victim of smoking

TCRC

for more information and registratio, pleas contact the above-mentioned phone numbers
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(Clean Breath)

In order to fight against smoking
(cigarette and Hookah)

and prevent its growth
Clean BreathEducational Center

presents a variety of

free happy programs in this center, schools

and Kindergartens for children
between 6 and 12
Tel:88105188-9




