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Discussed on the National No-Tobacco Day:

The U.S. has sanctioned everything for Iran
except ugarettes Why?

Speaking on the National No-Tobacco Day, the Secretary-General of
the Iranian Anti-Tobacco Association (IATA) criticized the negligence
of the tobacco control law in the country and said, “You cannot
mention an area in the country which has doubled its factories over
the past eight years; while in the year 1394, we had nine tobacco
producers, unfortunately, this figure has reached twenty cigarette
manufacturers in the year 1398.”

Stating that there are many laws and regulations regarding combating
tobacco in the country, Masjedi added, “the Ministry of Industry does
not believe in these laws. Moreover, the Minister of Islamic Guidance
is also a member of the National Committee on Tobacco Control, but
we have not seen him in these meetings even once! Also, the Deputy
of the Minister of Islamic Guidance announced that since the year of
1397, there would be no license at all for movies containing cigarette
smoking scenes; but they did not fulfill their promise.”

There is not sufficient support from the government
and the parliament

By asking why tobacco has not been sanctioned over the last forty
years, Masjedi said, “We have spent 50 million dollars on import of
cigarettes from different countries, and the question is why import of
cigarettes is not sanctioned? We may say that they want to encourage
the country’s youth to tobacco, while currently there are about two
million drug addicts in the country.”

“Some prosecutors in cities like Qazvin and Isfahan have been very
active in the fight against tobacco,” Masjedi added. “But, there is not
enough support from the government and the parliament, and it is
announced that if you shut down hookah lounges, they will work
underground; but this is a wrong and superficial argument.”
Referring to the cooperation of IATA with various cultural institutions,
the Secretary-General said, “We have signed a memorandum
of understanding with Imams of Friday Prayer, Friday Prayer
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Headquarters, and also with the various religious seminaries to
use their potentials for informing the people about the harms of
tobacco.” He criticized the Western world for its hypocritical dealing
with tobacco and said that there are the most restrictive tobacco
control laws in the United States, but they try to peddle their tobacco
products into Third World countries.

Referring to the plan of Tobacco-Free University and positive
measures by the Ministry of Science in this regard, Masjedi stated,
“The Ministry of Health has done the same and has launched the
Tobacco-Free Hospital project. Regarding the fact that 22 million
people refer to hospitals annually, this project can prevent tobacco
use around hospitals and by those who refer to hospitals.”

He said about the Prevent Against Tobacco Dependance (PAD), “We
started this project in Varamin four years ago, and in the year of
2018, all the schools in the whole area were included in the project.
We endeavor to introduce Varamin as the first tobacco-free city.”

According to Masjedi, “Unfortunately, the government has put
cigarettes and tobacco among the five classes of goods which
have been taken the highest amount of government exchange
rate (4200-Tomans). Iran has been a party to the WHO Framework
Convention on Tobacco Control (WHO FCTC) since 2006, which
is like the treaties related to nuclear energy. Hence, WHO officials
are constantly reviewing Iran’s compliance with the convention.
Recently, FCTC’s officials gave the lowest cigarette tax score in the
world to Iran.”

The Secretary-General of the IATA criticized the chaotic conditions
of tobacco in the country and emphasized that there is no belief in
tobacco taxation in the country. He said, “WHO experts held eight
exclusive sessions in Iran and at the expense of the WHO, some of the
Iranian experts were sent to Turkey to study in relation to increasing
cigarette taxes, but even this measure was not effective.”

We are boycotted in every matter, except for cigarettes

According to Masjedi, “we were sanctioned throughout the forty
years after the Islamic Revolution, while in the last year, we spent
more than 50 million dollars for import of cigarettes, and even a high
amount of American cigarettes arrived in Iran.”
Pointing out to the seizure of hookahs in hookah lounges, he said,
“Qazvin, Isfahan, and Kurdistan prosecutors were active in this regard,
but at the same time, some parliamentarians sought to exclude the
name of hookah lounges from the list of public places. Also, the
Ministry of Science and the Ministry of Health communicated the
project of Tobacco-Free University in 2018, and the Ministry of Health
currently is pursuing the plan of Tobacco-Free Hospital. According to
this plan, tobacco products cannot be sold or distributed within 100
meters from the hospitals. Every year, more than 22 million people
refer to hospitals and this capacity can be used to further reducing
tobacco use.”

A photo report

Activities of the Faramuz Center “The Clean Breath”
during the National No-Tobacco Week

The employees of the Faramuz Center (‘The Clean Breath’),
affiliated to the Iranian Anti-Tobacco Association, participated
in numerous activities in the various parks of the city of Tehran
during the National No-Tobacco Week. The activities included
puppet shows, workshops, amusing competitions, and recreation
in relation to the control and prevention of tobacco use among
children and adolescents.

n every six seconds, one person becomes a victim of smoking =5
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Mafas -e- Pak
(Glean Breath)

In order to fight against smoking
(cigarette and Hookah)
and prevent its growth
Clean Bry i Center
presents a variety of
free happy programs in this center, schools
and Kindergartens for children
between 6 and 12
Tel:88105188-9




