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Community Health
is Intertwined with Cigarette Smuggling

Referring to recent talks by the head of the Tobacco Monitoring and
Planning Center that more than 20 billion cigarettes are smuggled
into the country each year, the Secretary-General of the Iranian Anti-
Tobacco Association (IATA) said, “Simplistic statistics on the volume
of cigarette smuggling is the best tool to justify the production of 45
new tobacco brands in the country.”

“Unfortunately, granting authorization to produce more cigarette
brands in the country and dominating the consumer market by the
Tobacco Monitoring and Planning Center, which itself is responsible
in this regard, is nothing but a weakening of the country’s health
system and anti-tobacco laws,” he said. “According to reports, more
than 95 percent of the country’s consumed cigarettes are now
produced domestically, and smuggling rates have fallen sharply in
recent years. Misleading numbers are just to justify this industry and
its death trade.”

Citing what he called information from credible resources, Masjedi
said, “Twenty-eight tobacco companies have requested the
production of 15 brands of cigarettes and 30 brands of tobacco,
which has unfortunately been agreed to produce them all. However,
on-demand cigarette and tobacco brands have no smuggling, except
for one or two cases.” He further cited statistics from the Tobacco
Monitoring and Planning Center that the country’s annual cigarette
consumption is between 65 and 75 billion sticks. According to him,
“two years ago, the former head of the Center announced that the
country’s annual cigarette consumption is 55 billion sticks and now
they point to a 36-percent increase in annual cigarette consumption.
It is unclear how this figure has been calculated by them.”

Masjedi added, “If the National Headquarters for Countering
Currency and Goods Smuggling had declared the amount of

smuggling in this field regularly and by evidence-based methods,
and if the National Headquarters for Tobacco Control affiliated to
the Ministry of Health - which according to the approval of its tenth
meeting, is required to declare annual consumption of cigarettes in
the country - had done its job properly, today tobacco companies
would not threaten public health and would not proudly speak
about increasing tobacco consumption in the country.”

The Secretary-General of IATA stated, “The announcement of
irrational and unrealistic statistics on the consumption and
smuggling of cigarettes in the country is only a means to justify

the development of the tobacco industry. These unrealistic figures
affect negatively the MP’ views on the necessity of monitoring
tobacco consumption and production, and also prevent the tobacco
tax collection which is more than 30 thousand billion Tomans each
year.”

Noteworthy, according to the budget bill for the next year, the
tax on sale and consumption of cigarettes will be increased by
28 and 33.4 percent, respectively, compared to the figures set in
the current year’s budget. According to the budget bill presented
by the president to the parliament for the next year, the total
tax on the sale of cigarettes is expected to be around 809 billion
Tomans next year. In the current year’s budget law, however,
this figure was set at 631 billion Tomans, which represents a
28-percent increase in tobacco taxes in the next year. Also, in
the next year’s budget law, the tax on cigarette consumption is
projected at 2,001 billion Tomans, which represents an increase
of 33.4 percent compared to the figure 1500 billion Tomans in the
current years’ budget law.

But recently, there has been growing debate between the Ministry
of Health and the tobacco manufacturers’ association about the
tax increase. Ministry of Health officials believed that part of the
income obtained from the increase in gasoline prices could be
obtained by a 10-percent increase in the tax on cigarettes, but
cigarette manufacturers said this figure is lower and, at the same
time, anincrease in the tax on cigarettes will lead to an increase in
tobacco smuggling. In the meantime, the revenue of the Ministry
of Industry and Commerce from monopoly rights and licensing of
tobacco products is projected at about 100 billion Tomans, which
has not changed compared to the last year’s budget law.

Holding an educational workshop

by Faramuz (The Clean Breath) Unit

The Faramuz Unit in the city of Tehran, affiliated to the Iranian Anti-Tobacco
Association, was assigned to train some trainers in order to expand anti-tobacco
training programs for the age group of 6- to 15-years old. The goal of this plan was
to develop and provide appropriate anti-tobacco training materials for children
and adolescents in the framework of the plan ‘Qom: A Tobacco-Free City’".

To encourage trainers to participate in the project and to enrich anti-tobacco
activities in the mentioned age group, the center provided a training course to
twenty eligible people in Qom on December 11th this year. This training lasted for
two days. The trained trainers were assigned to carry out the project in schools,
religious centers, the whole city, and parks associated with the project and deliver

anti-tobacco materials to the target group.
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Smoking Cessation
Clinic

SN

PAD Project

Iranian Anti-Tobacco Association
In every six seconds,one person becomes a victim of smoking

2

‘Women’s unit

Iranian Anti-Tobacco association free happy programs in this center, schools
r free services to those Path to Tobccoo free city TEII: (+9821)88105005 Iranian Anti-Tobacco association and Kindergartens for children
quit smoking tel:88708564 between 6 and 12
Tel:88105188-9

for more information and registration, please contact the above-mentioned phone numbers
Address: No. 4, Farahani pour Avenue, 7 Avenue,Seyyed Jamaloddin Asad Abadi street (Yuosef Abad), Tehran
www.iata.org.ir - info@iata.org.ir - telegram:me/iataorg - instagram:iata.org.ir - Twitter:@iatair

TCRC

Tobacco Control Research Center
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Nafas -e- Pak
(Clean Breath)

In order to fight against smoking
(cigarette and Hookah)
and prevent its growth
Clean BreathEducational Center
presents a variety of




