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Inefficient Implementation of the Tobacco Tax in Iran

On January 10th, 2020, a debate on
“increasing tobacco tax” was aired on
the Islamic Republic of Iran Broadcasting
(IRIB). This debate was attended by
Mohammad-Reza Masjedi, the Secretary-
General of the Iranian Anti-Tobacco
Association (IATA), Hamid Hosseini,
the Director-General of the Health
Department in the IRIB, Mohammad-
Reza Tajdar, the head of the Tobacco
Products Producers and Importers
Association, and Hossein Alipoor-Eghbali,
the head of the Production and Standard
Department at the Tobacco Planning and
Monitoring Center.

In the debate, according to a report
by IATA’s Public Relations, Mr. Masjedi
referred to the WHO Framework
Convention on Tobacco Control and
said, “This treaty has been accepted by
168 countries, while six articles of this
treaty are on various ways to reduce
tobacco use. Among these articles, the
most important one is the increase in
tobacco taxes. The Iranian parliament
has approved a 10-percent annual
increase in the tobacco tax based on
the Comprehensive National Tobacco
Control Law (ratified in 2007), but the
tobacco mafia with its lobbies has not
permitted the full implementation of
this law.”

According to Mohammad-Reza Masjedi,
“Iranian National Tax Administration,
because of neglecting the incomplete
formula of tobacco tax, has actually made

it very complicated and inefficient, while
in neighboring countries, tobacco taxes
account for more than 70 percent of the
retail price of cigarettes. But the Iranian
National Tax Administration does not
receive that 21-percent tax of retail price
correctly, and this is to the detriment of
the government treasury.”

“Tobacco smuggling is found almost
everywhere, especially in neighboring
countries such as Turkey, Egypt, Jordan,
and Pakistan,” said Masjedi. “But the

cigarette tax in these countries is based
on the WHO Framework Convention on
Tobacco Control. Additionally, fighting
tobacco smuggling requires special
solutions, and WHO documents show
that increasing tobacco tax leads to a
reduction in cigarette consumption.”
According to Mr. Tajdar, “Iran’s total
tobacco turnover last year was 13 trillion
Tomans and foreign investment in the
tobacco sector was 25 million Euros in
the first six months of this year.”

Awarding a Certificate of Appreciation to the
National Cancer Control Charity Foundation

On 13th January 2020, a ceremony for appreciating the chosen
persons in the 25th Razi Medical Science Research Festival
was held in the Razi Hall of the Iran University of Medical
Sciences. This ceremony was attended by Mr. Sorena Sattari,
the Deputy of Research and Technology in the Presidency, Mr.
Sa’id Namaki, the Health Minister, Mr. Reza Malekzadeh, the
Deputy of Research and Technology in the Ministry of Health,

of Health.

Health Minister.

and Mr. Haghdoost, the Deputy of Education in the Ministry

In the ceremony, a Certificate of Appreciation was awarded
to Mr. Mohammad-Reza Masjedi, the director of the National
Cancer Control Charity Foundation, as a sponsor of research
in the NGOs sector, and on behalf of the Foundation, by the

Masjedi said in response, “Given the
annual consumption of 70 billion
cigarettes in the country that you declare
yourself, and given the average price of
domestic and joint-produced cigarettes,
the tobacco turnover is more than 13
trillion Tomans.”

“In fact, your support for the tobacco
industry is a green light to foreign
companies to invest in the tobacco
industry and destroy the health of the
country’s youth, and its profits go largely

to the pockets of the tobacco mafia
and not to the government treasury,”
Masjedi added. “We are neither looking
for unemployment for tobacco industry
workers nor opposition to job creation.
Our goalis to increase community health
and reduce tobacco-related mortality
and morbidity. Currently, consumers buy
cigarettes at a high price, but the Iranian
National Tax Administration continues
to levy factory-door taxes instead of
retail prices. The question is, given the
stiff and sweeping sanctions that even
cover basic items and medicines, why
tobacco has not been sanctioned? The
authorities should pay more attention
to this issue.”

According to the Director-General of
the Health Department in the IRIB,
“Documents obtained from the US
tobacco industry lobbyists indicate that
Iran is targeted in these documents
and show the American conspiracy
to destroy the community health
and increase drug addiction. Despite
the slogan of ‘Down with USA’ and
the sweeping sanction of the British
American Tobacco (BAT), these factories
are still producing cigarettes in Iran.”

It should be noted that in an SMS poll
in the mentioned television program,
asking whether the audience agrees to
raise the tobacco tax, 68% of votes were
in favor and 32% of votes were against
the increase of tobacco tax, indicating a
majority vote in favor of raising taxes.
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Smoking Cessation
Clinic
ﬁ

Iranian Anti-Tobacco Association

PAD Project
Path to Tobccoo free city

Iranlan Anti-Tobacco association

©

Women S unit

TEII: (+9821)88105005

In every six seconds,one person becomes a victim of smoking

@

TCRC

Tobacco Control Research Center
Iranian Anti-Tobacco association

tel:88708564

for more information and registration, please contact the above-mentioned phone numbers
Address: No. 4, Farahani pour Avenue, 7x Avenue,Seyyed Jamaloddin Asad Abadi street (Yuosef Abad), Tehran

www.iata.org.ir - info@iata.org.ir - telegram:me/iataorg - instagram:iata.org.ir - Twitter:@iatair

free happy programs in this center, schools

N
Nafas -e- Pak
(Clean Breath)
In order to fight against smoking
(cigarette and Hookah)
and prevent its growth
Clean BreathEducational Center
presents a variety of

and Kindergartens for children
between 6 and 12
Tel:88105188-9




