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Tobacco control with the support of
Tehran Women’s Seminaries Management Center

On July 26, a bilateral memorandum of
understanding for tobacco control was signed
between the Iranian Anti-Tobacco Association
(IATA) and the Management Center of the
Women’s Seminaries in Tehran province at
IATA's office.

According to the report by IATA’s Public
Relations, in this meeting, which was held
with the presence of Hujjat-al-Islam Hossein
Kabirian, the director of Women’s Seminaries
of Tehran province, Mohammad-Reza Masjedi,
IATA’s  Secretary-General, and Hujjat-al-
Islam Rabatian, the director of IATA’s Unit
for Communication with Seminaries, the
potentials of the parties in relation to tobacco
prevention were discussed and a memorandum
of understanding was signed in this regard.

At the beginning of the meeting, the director
of Women’s Seminaries of Tehran province
expressed his satisfaction with this cooperation
and said, “The statistics of smoking among
young people, especially women, is worrying.
This can produce a lot of social harms in
society.” Hujjat-al-Islam Kabirian added, “One
of the policies of seminaries is to prevent social
harms, prevent vice, and offer solutions to
solve social challenges.”
Pointingtotheissue thattobacco and drugaddiction
is an important issue that has afflicted women
more than ever, he added, “women, as mothers
and educators of their children, need to pay more
attention to their health, because ultimately, it will
improve the health of the community.”

While announcing the readiness to cooperate
with this non-governmental organization
and also introducing the Cultural Deputy
of the Seminaries Management Center as
his representative, Hujjat-al-Islam Kabirian
said, “We hope that with the help of IATA’s
experts and also by exploiting the potentials
of graduates, female religious students,
professors, and missionary students we can
start serious health-related activities in the
field of tobacco control in the community.”
Anti-Coronavirus  measures with the
cooperation of female religious students

Noting that seminaries have always been at the
forefrontin difficult times and also in helping to
solve social problems, Kabirian said, “Since the
early days of the Coronavirus outbreak, 380
female religious students have been providing
services in this area. Female religious students
also took part in cyberspace activities for
curbing COVID-19, such as providing ethical,
scientific, and health content, and encouraging
content in the form of media documentaries,
clips, and multimedia.”

According to Hujjat-al-Islam Kabirian, another
part of the female students’ activities
includes preparing and packing living aids,
disinfectants, and sanitary supplies for needy
families in areas close to religious schools. He
added, “Female students are engaged in the
charity centers affiliated to seminaries to the
production and distribution of masks, as well
as health and food packages.”

Noting that female religious students were also
well involved in the screening programs, he

added, “Also, a documentary on the memaoirs
of a health jihadist was compiled by religious
students, translated into English and Spanish,
and published for international promotion.”

Women are among the most important
targets of tobacco industry advertising

In the continuation of this meeting, IATA’s
Secretary-General referred to the spread of
cigarette and hookah use among women
and said, “The tobacco industry has targeted
women in particular in its propaganda and is
trying systematically to trap women and girls
in addiction.”

Masjedi warned of the tobacco companies’
tricks of influencing women to increase the
rate of smoking throughout the community.
According to him, “Compared to twenty years
ago, more young women are smoking now,
which is worrying and a warning sign for the
future of the community. Also, because girls
are future mothers and shall have an efficient

educational role regarding their children,
smoking by them will have many negative
consequences, so that if smoking increases
among women, we should expect a generation
with much more smokers.”

He emphasized the high prevalence of
smoking and hookah use among educated
women and added, “Smoking is higher among
young and educated people, especially among
educated women. Today, tobacco products
have become one of the most profitable
commercial goods in the world and tobacco
industries and businessmen are trying to keep
the consumption and production markets
warm in every possible way.”

According to Masjedi, “As the level of literacy
increases among young and educated people,
the prevalence of smoking increases too,
especially among educated women. It is
much harder for women than men to replace
cigarettes with something else.”

“According to research in universities, when
students enter the university, the average
rate of smoking in them doesn’t differ from
the average level of society,” IATA’s Secretary-
General said. “However, in the last year of their
education, their smoking rate is significantly
higher than the average level of society.
Unfortunately, the smoking rate is higher in
medical students than in other groups. Also, a
study at the medical centers of the country has
shown that midwives smoke more than other
medical groups.”

In the end, while expressing his satisfaction
with this cooperation and thanking the
Management Center of the Women’s
Seminaries in Tehran province, Masjedi
referred to the memorandum of understanding
between this non-governmental organization
and the Center for the Management of
Seminaries and added, “Given the connection
of seminaries and the Jame’at-al-Mustafa
with most Muslim countries, especially Iraq,
Afghanistan and Pakistan, the message of such
joint activities can be conveyed, so that we
can be a model for other countries in the fight
against tobacco.”
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Women’s unit
Iranian Anti-Tobacco Association

TEII: (+9821)88105005

for more information and registration, please contact the above-mentioned phone numbers
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Nafas -e- Pak
(Clean Breath)

In order to fight against smoking
(cigarette and Hookah)
and prevent its growth
Clean BreathEducational Center
presents a variety of

and Kindergartens for children
between 6 and 12
Tel:88105188-9




