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Anti-tobacco collaborations between the Iranian Anti-Tobacco
Association (IATA) and the Men’s Seminary of Tehran province

In a meeting with the presence of
Mohammad-Reza Masjedi, [|ATA’s
Secretary-General, Hujjat-al-Islam
Mo’in-Shirazi, the chairman of
IATA’s Board of Directors, Ali-Reza
Robatian, the director of IATA’s
Unit for Communication with
the Seminary, and Hujjat-al-Islam
Rahimi-Sadegh, the director of the
Management Center of Tehran
Province Seminaries, which was
held at the office of IATA in Tehran,
current capacities for anti-smoking
cooperation between IATA and the
Men’s Seminary of Tehran province
were discussed. In this meeting, the
two sides, while underscoring the
importance of community health,
emphasized carrying out health-
oriented activities to control and
prevent smoking.

According to IATA’ Public Relations,
at the beginning of the meeting, the
director of the Management Center
of Tehran Province Seminaries, while
welcoming anti-smoking cooperation
with this non-governmental
organization at the community level,
said, “The Men’s seminaries of Tehran
province - with about 8,000 religious
students and using the services of
seminary professors, Imams of Friday
Prayers, and university professors
- are among the most influential
groups in society.”

Pointing out that this forum can be

used for information-dissemination
and demanding about the dangers
of tobacco, Hujjat-al-Islam Rahimi-
Sadegh added, “This is not a valid
argument that we can control
cigarette smuggling by increasing
its production. If we accept such an
argument, then we should produce
alcoholic beverages domestically to
prevent their smuggling.”

“The spirit of demand must be

-
o
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strengthened in the people in order
for the laws related to tobacco to be
implemented. By cooperating and
increasing the existing capacities in
this field, the predetermined goals
for the fight against tobacco can be
achieved,” he added.

The tobacco industry insists on
protecting its interests
“At the beginning of Islam, drinking

alcohol was forbidden because of the
harms it inflicted on individuals and
society,” said the chairman of IATA’s
Board of Directors, referring to the
negative consequences of smoking.
“Now, it can be said that the harms
of smoking are even greater than
drinking alcohol. According to the
words of the Prophet of Islam, who
called drinking alcohol ‘the greatest
evil, tobacco can now be explicitly

considered ‘the greatest evil’ in our
community.”

“None of us are satisfied that our
children use cigarettes or hookahs.
But that the tobacco mafia insists on
its position is due to the protection
of its interests,” Hujjat-al-Islam
Mo’in-Shirazi added.

The clergy have always advocated
anti-smoking activities

Emphasizing that the support of
seminaries for tobacco control
activities is commendable, [ATA’s
Secretary-General said, “The signing
of a Memorandum of Understanding
between IATA and the Seminaries
Management Center will be an
effective step to promote the activities
of the health sector. Unfortunately,
the statistics of tobacco consumption
and tendency in the society are still
increasing, and this may be detrimental
to the government and the future of
the country in terms of a skilled and
healthy workforce.”

“The cooperation of the seminaries
and the use of the clergy capabilities
are among the most effective ways to
control and prevent tobacco use. The
clergy have always advocated for public
health and anti-smoking activities.
Hence, we expect them to continue
to help us to take a step towards the
health of the youth and the future
generations,” Masjedi concluded.

Tobacco prevention and control in women’s prisons

Following a Memorandum of Understanding between the Iranian Anti-Tobacco Association (IATA)
and the Women’s Seminary, the first phase of their cooperation is taking place in the women’s

prison simultaneously with the month of Muharram.

According to IATA’s Public Relations, the deputy of the Women’s Seminary of Tehran province in
further explanation said, “Using the scientific potentials of IATA along with the practical capacity
of social working groups in this Seminary, various activities are underway to prevent social harms,
especially tobacco prevention and contro
“In this regard, a set of educational packages was received from this non-governmental

|II

organization, and with the beginning of the month of Muharram, these activities have started in
the women'’s prison,” Sadeghi added.
While thanking the Women’s Seminaries of Tehran province, the director of IATA’'s Women's Unit
said, “Specialized working groups in the field of social harms and tobacco control and prevention

can be effective in society, especially in places such as women’s prisons.”

Emphasizing the important role of women as mothers in society, Zahra Sadr added, “Considering
the upward growth of smoking among girls and women and its negative consequences for future
generations, if mothers are more aware of the dangers of cigarette and hookah smoking, given

their educational role as family and community managers, they will have a great impact on

controlling and preventing tobacco use across the community.”
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Iranian Anti-Toebacco Association

In every four seconds,one person becomes a victim of smoking
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PAD Project
Path to Tobacco free city

Iranian Anti-Tobacco Association
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Women’s unit

TEII: (+9821)88105005

Tobacco Control Research Center  free happy programs in this center, Schools
Iranian Anti-Tobacco Association
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Nafas -e- Pak
(Clean Breath)

In order to fight against smoking
(cigarette and Hookah)
and prevent its growth
Clean BreathEducational Center
presents a variety of

and Kindergartens for children
between 6 and 12
Tel:88105188-9




