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Promoting Anti-Smoking Activities in Cyberspace

The session of the General Cultural Council
and the Quranic Development Council of
Tehran Province, chaired by Hujjat-al-Islam
Abootorabifard and a group of officials of the
IRGC, the Parliament, the Police, academic
institutions, the Ministry of Education, as well
as Mohammad-Reza Masjedi, the Secretary-
General of the Iranian Anti-Tobacco Association,
was held on October 12 at the Shohada-ye
Enghelab Cultural Complex.

According to IATA’s Public Relations, in this
meeting, Mr. Firooz-Abadi, the Secretary of the
High Council of Cyberspace, referring to the
advantages and disadvantages of cyberspace,
said, “Cyberspace has a good capacity to
promote health and anti-smoking activities. Of
course, the false content and its dangers should
also be considered as a negative factor.”
“Optimal management of cyberspace is important
to promote health-oriented activities,” said IATA’s
Secretary-General, referring to the importance of
leisure time and its concomitance with cyberspace.
“According to the World Health Organization,
Iran is one of the weakest countries in terms of
tobacco tax collection,” Masjedi said, emphasizing
the poor state of the tobacco taxation in Iran.
“This is while the tobacco tax in Turkey in 2017
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was 46 billion lire, which was about 40 percent of
the total public budget this year.”

“Many of the country’s industries are either
closed or operating at minimum capacity, but
the tobacco industry production has doubled

in recent years,” he continued. “The tobacco
mafia, led by foreign agents, continues its
covert goals, and more than 50 percent of the
country’s foreign investment last year belonged
to this industry. This is the green light of the

United States for not sanctioning tobacco
export to Iran.”

“In the last 10 years, tobacco consumption has
risen from 2,000 tonnes per year to 10,000
tonnes, and this is a great disaster,” he added.

Tobacco-related deaths are twice as high as
COVID-19 deaths

“In his recent speech, the Supreme Leader
referred to the death toll of Coronavirus and
equated it to the daily crash of a plane, which
should be seriously pursued,” Masjedi said.
“Also, according to the statistics of coronavirus
deaths from the beginning of its outbreak in
the country, which is more than 28 thousand
people, it should be taken into account that
in the same period, tobacco has killed more
than 40 thousand people in the country, which
unfortunately is not taken seriously.”

In the end, while introducing this non-
governmental organization and its activities,
Masjedi described the implementation of
the PAD project (prevention of smoking in
schools) as a successful project in the field of
tobacco control and prevention and called for
the cooperation of relevant institutions for its
nationwide implementation.

PAD-Helpers’ activities in the PAD application

Due to the conditions caused by COVID-19 disease and the current restrictions on group activities
or attending schools to participate in PAD project training classes, it was decided to provide a
suitable platform for providing education and communication with PAD-Helpers, families, and
guilds and convergence in the project of “Tobacco-Free City” in cyberspace. This is done using the
PAD application with the cooperation of the Iranian Anti-Tobacco Association, Varamin branch.

This application has two separate sections of “PAD” and “PAD-Helpers’ Entrepreneurship Club”
and can be used on smartphones equipped with the Android operating system. The app will soon
be available for free in mobile app stores, such as Bazaar and Google Play Store. Its iOS version is

also in the final stages of design.

This application has various sections such as uploading educational materials and informative
content by experts about the dangers of smoking and its relationship with the environment.
Also, part of this application is dedicated to uploading useful content by PAD-Helpers and those
interested in this project. Uploading content in this application requires the registration of a
request by the applicant and the approval of this request by the admins of the application. In this
way, after confirmation, the content is visible to everyone in the application, and according to the

content provided, scoring is done.

The second part of the application aims at the self-sufficiency of some identified families and
helping them to provide income for themselves so that they can advertise for the products they

produce by introducing them in the software.

Holding #I_wear_mask
campaign

This campaign was held in the summer of this
year, from July to the end of August, in ten
programs and ten neighborhoods of Varamin
city by the PAD executive team and active male
and female PAD-Helpers with the coordination
of the Iranian Anti-Tobacco Association,
Varamin branch. In this campaign, various
people, such as pedestrians, merchants, and
drivers who did not wear masks in public
places were awarded masks by this NGO.

The donation of these masks was accompanied
by training regarding the disinfection of used
masks, as well as providing brochures on the
dangers of tobacco smoking to people with
the slogan ‘No to tobacco! No to Coronavirus!’
The campaign was aimed at informing about
the dangers of tobacco smoking and its

relationship with COVID-19 disease and raising
public awareness, as well as introducing the
NGO to the people of the city.

Noteworthy, this campaign continued with the
cooperation of active PAD-Helpers in October
and still continues, while the executive team
of the Varamin branch, affiliated to the Iranian
Anti-Tobacco Association, thanked the PAD-
Helpers in a ceremony.
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Iranian Anti-Tebacco Association

Path to Tobacco free city

‘Women’s unit
Iranian Anti-Tobacco Association

TEII: (+9821)88105005

for more information and registration, please contact the above-mentioned phone numbers
Address: No. 4, Farahani pour Avenue, 7t Avenue,Seyyed Jamaloddin Asad Abadi street (Yuosef Abad), Tehran

In every four seconds,one person becomes a victim of smoking
Every ene mihvte mere than persens in the werld eie due to covicily
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Tobacco Control Research Center  free happy programs in this center, Schools
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Nafas -e- Pak
(Clean Breath)

In order to fight against smoking
(cigarette and Hookah)
and prevent its growth
Clean BreathEducational Center
presents a variety of

and Kindergartens for children
between 6 and 12
Tel:88105188-9




