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The governor of Tehran province emphasized:

The Need for Long-Term Implementation

of the PADPro;ect in Schools

In the meeting of the workgroup on social and cultural
affairs and health of women and families in Tehran
province, which was held on the subject of health and
tobacco and with the introduction of the PAD project
(Prevention of Smoking in Schools) in the office of the
Tehran governor, the long-term implementation of the
PAD project in the country’s schools was considered as
one of the ways to reduce smoking among adolescents
by the governor of Tehran province.

According to Iranian Anti-Tobacco Association’s (IATA)
Public Relations, this meeting was participated by
Anooshirvan Mohseni-Bandpey, the Governor of Tehran
province, Shokrollah Hassanbeygi, the Political and
Social Deputy Governor of Tehran province, Mohammad
Seydloo, the Director-General of Education of Tehran
Province, Mohammad-Reza Masjedi, IATA’s Secretary-
General, and various city managers and members of the
workgroup, as well as the executive directors of the PAD
project. The participants in the meeting discussed the
project and the need to implement it in schools across
the country. At first, the Governor of Tehran province,
while praising 1ATA’s anti-smoking activities, said, “The
approval of the Comprehensive National Tobacco
Control Law was one of the achievements of this non-
governmental organization. But we should not ignore
the increasing annual consumption of tobacco and the
economic, cultural, social, and health consequences of
this problem in the country.”

According to Mohseni-Bandpey, “The problem of
smoking in the country can be curbed by cooperating,
following up, and implementing the related laws, as well

oo

as implementing projects such as PAD.”
In the continuation of the meeting, the Political and
Social Deputy Governor of Tehran province, welcoming
the implementation of the PAD project in schools,
emphasized, “The execution of this project will be
effective in the long run to prevent and reduce smoking,
especially among students.”

“l call on the members of this workgroup to play an
effective role in the development and culture-building
and creating a deep sensitivity to prevent the increase
in consumption and tendency to tobacco, with the
full support of the PAD project. Increasing the tobacco
tax is also one of the useful solutions in this regard,”
Hassanbeygi added.

Tobacco is not just a health problem

In the continuation of the meeting, IATA’'s Secretary-
General referred to sanctions and their political goals
as well as the situation of the tobacco mafia in the
country and called tobacco a multi-dimensional threat.
According to him, “The problem of tobacco is not only a
health problem. Indeed, it inflicts irreparable economic,
political, and cultural damage on the country, which must
be taken into account at the micro and macro levels.”
Masjedi added, “Increase of smoking among women and
reduction of the age of smoking in the country are among
the cases to be considered. Unfortunately, cigarette and
hookah consumption is on the rise among young people
and adolescents, as well as women, and tackling this

issue requires a concerted effort.”

Introducing the PAD project, he called it a step towards
a smoke-free city and said, “This project has been
implemented as a pilot in Varamin city. In addition to all
64 high schools, the next phases have been planned in
the neighborhood and city levels and its implementation
will help to realize a smoke-free community.”

According to Masjedi, if this plan is supported, it can
be executed in the whole province of Tehran and
finally throughout the country. He added, “With the
cooperation of the Ministry of Education, this project
includes more than 7,000 students and more than 4,000
interested students also participate in this project as
PAD-Helpers for the purpose of peer education. In this
way, effective steps have been taken to combat tobacco
use among students.”

“With the participation of PAD-Helpers through social
and cultural activities, other volunteers who help in the
implementation of this project, and the cooperation of
city officials, this project can achieve valuable scientific
and practical results that can be defended globally,”
Masjedi asserted. In the end, Masjedi called for the
material and spiritual support of related institutions
and officials for the development of this project so that
constructive results can be achieved in the long run.

At the end of the meeting, it was emphasized that
informing students through SHAD app by the Ministry
of Education, preventing tobacco smuggling into the
country, and cooperation and coordination of institutions
and non-governmental organizations can be effective in
achieving anti-tobacco goals.

The need to know modern
methods to communicate with
the new generation

A meeting was held to examine the potential for cooperation between the
Iranian Anti-Tobacco Association (IATA) and the Office of the Representation
of the Supreme Leader in the Universities. This meeting was participated by
Hujjat al-Islam Sadatinejad, the head of the offices of the representation of
the Supreme Leader in the universities of Tehran province, Hujjat al-Islam
Rahmani, the deputy of this institution, Mohammad-Reza Masjedi, IATA's
Secretary-General, Hujjat al-Islam Ali-Reza Robatian, the director of the
Seminary Liaison Unit in IATA, and other officials of this non-governmental
organization.

According to IATA’s Public Relations, Hujjat al-Islam Sadatinejad, while
appreciating and thanking the activities of this non-governmental
organization, said, “The effective role of universities in the community is
undeniable and will definitely appear in the society if good measures are

taken in universities.”

“One of the biggest problems in communicating with university students
is the lack of knowledge of modern and appropriate ways to communicate
with them, as well as a lack of attention to generational differences,”
said Sadatinejad. “The psychology of dealing with this generation is very
important, especially in the fight against tobacco, and it has not been well
considered. Therefore, these methods should be changed and experts should
be used with creative and up-to-date views and methods.”

According to Hujjat al-Islam Sadatinejad, “Tehran province has about 40
universities and Tehran city has 13 important universities. Also, there are
now roughly 700,000 university students in Tehran, and if we can make a
positive impact on them, it can be introduced as an influential model to other
universities throughout the country.”

Referring to Joint-Thinking Offices in universities, he added that interaction
with university professors is one of the most significant measures in this
regard. “With the cooperation of professors and their synergy, as well as by
changing old methods and benefiting from new methods, the best strategy
can be selected and used to influence the young community”, he said.

The head of the offices of the representation of the Supreme Leader in the
universities of Tehran province emphasized, “This institution is ready to
cooperate entirely with IATA both in the field of interaction with the clergy
and in other sectors, in order to strengthen the impact on the health of the
society and the fight against tobacco.”

The rising trend in tobacco smoking in universities

In the continuation of the meeting, IATA’s Secretary-General referred to
the situation of tobacco consumption and the costs of treatment of related
diseases that are borne by the health sector of the society and said, “Political,
economic, cultural, and social problems should be considered along with the
health sector. But the prevalence of smoking, especially hookah, is increasing
among students, and serious decisions must be made in this regard.”
Emphasizing the social role of university students, Mohammad-Reza Masjedi
continued, “Interaction with the Office of the Representation of the Supreme
Leader in the Universities can provide a great opportunity to address the
problem of smoking among students. In this regard, effective steps can be
taken by information-dissemination as well as paying attention to the social
roles of universities, students, and professors.”
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PAD Project

Iranian Anti-Tebacco Association

! In every four seconds,one person becomes a victim of smoking
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r free services to those . Iranian Anti-Tobacco Association and Kindergartens for children
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Nafas -e- Pak
(Clean Breath)

In order to fight against smoking
(cigarette and Hookah)
and prevent its growth
Clean BreathEducational Center
presents a variety of




