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In a meeting held on February 23, 2021, in the office
of the Iranian Anti-Tobacco Association (IATA), the
need to carry out activities to control and reduce
tobacco consumption in the next year with the
cooperation of the Center for the Management of
Seminaries was emphasized.

According to IATA’s Public Relations Unit, the meeting
was attended by Hujjat-al-Islam Taheri, director of
Specialized Propaganda in the Deputy of Propaganda
of Seminaries, Hujjat-al-Islam Ashtiyani, director of
Social Harms and Religious Assistance in the Center
for the Management of Seminaries, Hujjat-al-Islam
Robatian, director of IATA’s Unit for Communication
with Seminaries, Mohammad-Reza Bahrami, director
of the Tobacco Control Research Center, and Amir
Heshmati, director of IATA’s Public Relations Unit.

At the beginning of the meeting, Hujjat-al-Islam
Taheri, while expressing his concern over the free use
of tobacco in parks and recreation centers in Qom,
said, “The free promotion of tobacco in tobacco
supply sites should be prevented. Also, strategies
must be put in place to shut down unauthorized
places to sell tobacco and regulate tobacco supply,
along with culture-building for reducing tobacco use
demand.”

“In the deputy of Specialized Propaganda, there are
four workgroups in the fields of social harms and
religious assistance, elites, propaganda figures and
groups, and propaganda in places, guilds, and special
strata. With the cooperation of these workgroups, it is
possible to promote a series of methods for reducing,
preventing, and quitting smoking, education,

Tobacco control should be a priority:

The Need for Cooperation between Elites
Celebrities, and Social Workers

information-dissemination, and demanding anti-
smoking activities,” Taheri added. “People should
also be aware of the laws related to the supply and
consumption of tobacco and put pressure on the
government and the parliament to implement the
laws passed in this regard.”

According to Hujjat-al-Islam Taheri, there is a group
of 100,000 people consisting of seminary professors,
administrative staff, graduates, and other religious
students studying in seminaries across the country.

“This vast group can carry out very large and effective
activities in the field of tobacco control,” he stressed.

Production of anti-smoking content during the
Corona epidemic

“The production of appropriate content and
its publication in cyberspace by the Deputy of
Propaganda for professors and graduates of
seminaries is one of the operative measures in the
context of the Corona epidemic,” said the director of

Social Harms and Religious Assistance in the Center
for the Management of Seminaries. Hujjat-al-Islam
Ashtiyani added, “In this regard, the network of
provincial deputies, as well as specialized training for
a group of religious students to work in the field of
smoking cessation, can also be used.”

Using the cyberspace capacity of seminaries
According to Hujjat-al-Islam Robatian, “Previous
activities should be implemented more intensively
and the plans on the map should be implemented as
soon as possible. We ask the seminaries to help us
in this regard as always so that this work can lead to
positive results by using the potentials of the clergy
and seminaries.”

“Using the capacity of the virtual network of
seminaries in the current situation can be very
effective. IATA’s Red Card publication, along with
other relevant content in the field of tobacco control,
can be properly disseminated through this huge
group of 100,000 religious students and professors,”
Hujjat-al-Islam Robatian added.

At the end of the meeting, it was decided to compile
the topics of educational and research activities by
the end of the current year and to implement them
at the beginning of the next year. Moreover, the
directors of seminaries visited Faramuz Nafas-e-Pak
(Clean Breath) Unit, affiliated with the Iranian Anti-
Tobacco Association, which is dedicated to self-care
education against second-hand tobacco smoke for
children aged 5 to 12, and became closely acquainted
with its activities.

Focusing on educating children in the field of tobacco prevention
in collaboration with the Welfare Organization of Jamkaran

In a meeting with Jamkaran Welfare Organization,
officials of the Jamkaran branch of the Iranian
Anti-Tobacco Association in  Qom province
supported anti-smoking education for children
and adolescents in cooperation with this
organization.

Held in March 2021, this meeting was attended by
some of the members of this non-governmental
organization and some members of the Welfare
Organization of Jamkaran. In this meeting, it was
decided that with the cooperation of Ms. Shohani

and Ms. Jamshidi, a series of educational classes
would be held in the health sector with the aim
of controlling and reducing smoking among
children, adolescents, and young people.

Childhood is the best age for health-oriented
education aimed at controlling social harm such
as smoking. In these training classes, children and
adolescents, in addition to learning the dangers
of tobacco smoking, learn how to say ‘no!” in
high-risk situations. Children and adolescents will
be able to protect themselves against social harm

through these skills and self-care techniques.

In this training course, Ms. Shohani spoke about
the types of tobacco smoke, the types of tobacco-
induced diseases, and the destructive effects of
cigarette filters on the environment. In the end,
she explained the dangers of smoking visually
and in childish language by distributing coloring
sheets and holding a painting class. The main goal
of this course was to raise the awareness of the
participants about the dangers of smoking, which
was properly accomplished by the coaches.
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Iranian Anti-Tobacco Association

PAD Project
Path to Tobacco free city

‘Women’s unit
Iranian Anti-Tobacco Association

TEII: (+9821)88105005

for more information and registration, please contact the above-mentioned phone numbers
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Tobacco Control Research Center
Iranian Anti-Tobacco Association

In order to fight against smoking
(cigarette and Hookah)
and prevent its growth

Clean BreathEducational Center

presents a variety of
free happy programs in this center, Schools
and Kindergartens for children
between 6 and 12
Tel:88105188-9




