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ECOSOC

Economic and Social Council

United Nations Nations Unies

A
NO-AOVERDRENT AL ORGAMIZATIONS BRANCH
OFFRCE OF NTERGOAVERNMENTAL SUPPOET AND COOBDINATICR FOR SUSTAMNARLE DEYELGEMENT
248 Floee Secrevenn Snldse Unired Manoas. New Yok 8V 006007
Telephone: (210) S63-8650: Fax (212 963-024k
Webane w0 ME SO TED CNERT T A I SOHOD B DS

17 December 2021
Dear NGO Representanve.
Subject: Follow-up fo the decision of the Economic and Social Council

I am pleased to mfonu vou that on 1 November 2021, the Economic and
social Coumnetl (ECOSOC) adopred the reconmnendation of the Committes on None
Govenanental Ongamzations (NGOs) 1o granl special consulranve smams 1o your
orgamization, Iramiam  Anti-Tobacco Association. Please accept owr  heartfelr
congramiations.

Yours sincerely.

Marc-Aundré Dorel
Acting Chief
NGO Branch
Office of Infergovenunental Support

and Coordination for Sustainable Development
Department of Economic and Social Affairs
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Granting a consultative status in the UN Economic and
Social Council to the Iranian Anti-Tobacco Association

ECOSOC

Econamic and Social Council

With a history of more than three decades of activity in the field of
tobacco controlin Iran, the Iranian Anti-Tobacco Association (IATA) was
able to obtain the title of “consultative status” in the United Nations
Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC).Referring to this valuable
achievement, IATA Secretary-General said, “This non-governmental
organization has been active in various sectors of the fight against
tobacco in the country for more than three decades. Information,

research, and demand are among these activities. It is hoped that this
NGO will continue its activities in these fields so that it can be more
effective nationally and internationally.”

According to IATA Public Relations, Mohammad-Reza Masjedi
continued, “With the efforts and participation of our colleagues,
other governmental and non-governmental organizations, and related
sectors in the field of tobacco control and prevention, we hope to be
able to continue this path inexhaustibly to play a more efficient role
in reducing tobacco use and its harms in society, especially during the
coronavirus pandemic.”

It should be noted that the consultative status in the United Nations
is a type of advisory privilege granted by the UN Economic and Social
Council to qualified NGOs. As provided in Article 20 of Resolution
1996/31, consultative arrangements with each organization should
relate to an issue to which the organization has specific competence
or relevance, and such organizations should be able to contribute to
the activities of the ECOSOC. This status, however, does not in any way
constitute a possibility of financial exchange with the United Nations.
This consultative status is rooted in Article 71, Chapter 10 of the
UN Charter. The ECOSOC provides the opportunity to consult with
non-governmental organizations active in various fields to make
decisions in its field of activities. Such a possibility may be provided
for international and, if necessary, national organizations, after
consultation with United Nations members. The Council’s main tasks
include raising living standards, economic and health development and
social transformation, providing solutions to international economic,

health, and social problems, facilitating cultural and educational
cooperation, and advancing respect for human rights and political
freedoms.

In 1948, shortly after the founding of the United Nations, there were 45
non-governmental organizations in consultative status; most of them
were large international organizations. Currently, about 5,000 NGOs hold
consultative status in ECOSOC. The Council assists the United Nations
General Assembly in advancing its goals and developing economic
and social issues. Founded in 1945, the Council has 54 members, all of
whom are elected by the General Assembly for a three-year term, and
its president is appointed to this position for a one-year term during the
elections held by its members. Each member of ECOSOC has one vote,
and the Council’s decisions are made based on the votes of the majority
of those present, and currently, IATA is one of these members. Hence,
NGOs wishing to participate in the formal decisions of the United Nations
must first obtain a certificate of the consultative status from ECOSOC to
be able to present themselves as credible and competent entities.
Today, more than 2,870 NGOs have membership of the ECOSOC,
up from 41 at the beginning of its existence. This figure reflects the
willingness of the United Nations to draw on the experience of non-
governmental organizations, doubling their commitments to do their
tasks. Moreover, in order to receive the certificate of consultative status
in the United Nations, in addition to having a specific headquarters
and at least two years have passed since their establishment as an
NGO, NGOs must have a confirmed statute, clear structure, proper
accountability system, and a democratic way of taking actions.

Tehran Municipality officials visit Faramooz Center

The Tobacco Control Research Center

Dr. Saheb, Director-General of the Tehran Municipality
Health Department, Dr. Khanaki, Deputy Director
of Education and Intersectoral Cooperation, and
Mr. Moradi, Director of Education at the Tehran
Municipality Health Department, accompanied by a
delegation, visited the Faramooz Center, affiliated with
the Iranian Anti-Tobacco Association (IATA). According
to IATA Public Relations, during the visit, the Director-
General of the Tehran Municipality Health Department
stressed the importance of creating a negative attitude
in children towards smoking, saying, “Learning life skills
- especially, the skill of ‘saying no!” - through the new
educational methods implemented in this recreational
and educational center will be effective in preventing
smoking among adolescents.” Dr. Saheb added, “The
training center of this non-governmental organization
will be able to expand the scope of its activities and
develop the culture of anti-smoking education by
receiving significant financial support” “We declare
our readiness to cooperate in the field of publicizing of
tobacco control and prevention materials throughout
the city of Tehran,” said the Deputy Director of
Education and Intersectoral Cooperation in the Tehran

Municipality Health Department. According to Dr.
Khanaki, “Cooperation in the better implementation of
anti-smoking activities of this cultural and educational
center and its expansion to parks and recreational
centers in Tehran, supporting the production of cultural,
educational, and media programs, and extending the
annual memorandum between the NGO and the Tehran
Municipality Health Department are on our agenda.”

In continuation of the visit, a meeting was held with the
presence of the officials of the Tehran Municipality Health
Department and the Iranian Anti-Tobacco Association.
Mr. Taheri, IATA Executive Director, while explaining
the activities of this non-governmental organization
and the Faramooz (‘Clean Breath’) Center, said, “The
implementation of educational and cultural programs for
children and adolescents regarding tobacco control will be
more effective when they are younger.” According to him,
“Considering the effectiveness of the Center’s activities
in the education system in the last two decades, it is
necessary to hold deliberative meetings with the Tehran
Municipality Health Department continuously with the aim
of promoting anti-smoking activities in both institutions
and related organizations.”

received a research license from the
Ministry of Science, Research, and Technology

The Tobacco Control Research Center, affiliated
with the Iranian Anti-Tobacco Association (IATA),
received a license for research activities from the
Ministry of Science, Research, and Technology in
addition to the Ministry of Health and Medical
Education. According to IATA Public Relations, the
NGO’s Secretary-General thanked the officials of
the Ministry of Health and the Ministry of Science,
Research, and Technology for their cooperation
in obtaining the permit, saying, “I thank the NGO
staff and the members of the Research Center for
making this process a success. We hope to achieve
a tobacco-free society by developing health
sciences.”

“Regarding combating tobacco and reducing its
consumption, we must pay attention to various
components. Therefore, to answer many questions
in this field, we needed a study center that would
study and work scientifically and coherently.”
Mohammad-Reza Masjedi added. “The important

thing is that in the future, comprehensive and
practical policies on tobacco control can be
extracted from these studies so that all aspects
that are affected by tobacco problem can benefit
from their results.”

Noteworthy, the Tobacco Control Research
Center, affiliated with the Iranian Anti-Tobacco
Association, had received a research license from
the Ministry of Health and Medical Education in
2016, and after taking the necessary measures
and with the support of relevant officials,
obtained a research permit for the Tobacco
Social Studies and Policy Research Group, with
the consent of the Minister of Science, Research,
and Technology, from this ministry. Indeed, the
Tobacco Social Studies and Policy Research Group
works to develop the country’s health culture
by researching the harms and causes of tobacco
consumption and providing appropriate solutions
for tobacco prevention and control.
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