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Signing a Memorandum of Understanding
between Iranian Anti-Tobacco Association and Islamic Azad University, Qom Branch

The need for education, research, and
culture-building to control tobacco

A Memorandum of Understanding was signed
between the Iranian Anti-Tobacco Association
(IATA) and Islamic Azad University, Qom Branch,
in a ceremony hosted by the university. The cere-
mony was attended by Mr. Seyyed Hassan Adeli,
the Chairman of IATA’s Board of Directors, Qom
Branch, Mohammad Aligol, IATA's Executive
Director, Gholamreza Najafi, the Vice-Chancellor
for Research and Technology at the Islamic Azad
University, Qom Branch, Mr. Yoosefi, the Vice-
Chancellor for Educational and Cultural Affairs
at the university, Mr. Razaviyan, the Director of
Relations with Industry and Society at the univer-
sity, and other university administrators, as well as
Ms. Narges Alimadadi, in charge of IATA’s Branch in
the province.

According to IATA's Public Relations, at the begin-
ning of the meeting, Mr. Adeli thanked the officials
of the Islamic Azad University, Qom Branch, and
said, “The aim of this non-governmental organiza-
tion in signing this Memorandum of Understanding
is to reduce the ugliness of smoking in society by
creating sensitivity among individuals, especially

the cultural strata and university students. Smoking
has negative impacts on all aspects of life, includ-

ing health, economy, society, and culture.”
Emphasizing the importance of the implemen-
tation of this Memorandum of Understanding,
the Chairman of IATA’s Board of Directors, Qom
Branch, added, “Inappropriate smoking conditions
in Qom province, reduction of the age of smok-
ing unset, and non-execution of some control and
deterrent laws indicate the importance of preven-
tion and combating tobacco, and we hope that
with the implementation of this Memorandum of
Understanding, we will see a reduction in tobacco
consumption in this province.”

The Vice-Chancellor for Research and Technology
at the Islamic Azad University, Qom Branch, said,
“Considering the importance of the issue of tobacco
in society, this university declares its readiness for
any cooperation in this field.” Referring to the exist-
ing capacities of the university in terms of scientific,
cultural, and research areas to combat tobacco,
Gholamreza Najafi stressed, “It is necessary to shift
the topics of master and doctoral dissertations to

the subject of tobacco. The mission of the univer-
sity is to lead the issues towards practical solutions
according to the challenges of the province, and
the issue of tobacco control and prevention will be
considered as a critical one because it involves the
whole family and community system.”

Protecting people against tobacco smoke

In continuation of the meeting, Mr. Karimi said,
“The Family Research Center at this university has
considered various issues, which are all current
problems of the society. Drug and tobacco use is
also an integral part of family issues that can be
addressed in several ways.” He added, “In interdis-
ciplinary studies, such as medical jurisprudence and
medical law, one can also discuss religious laws and
their details and concerns, and in the psychology
group, one can discuss issues related to health and
well-being. Regarding the production of content, |
must say that the University Research Center has
good experiences in this field, and we must use this
capacity to start culture-building at early ages, i.e.
among children and adolescents. So the research
center can go beyond the current Memorandum of
Understanding and work together to fight tobacco.”

Launching ‘Amin’ Counseling Center

In continuation of the meeting, Mr. Yoosefi
explained the establishment of the Amin Counseling
Center. “This center has different sections, one of
which works in the field of drug and tobacco addic-
tion through prevention, culture-building, content
production, distribution of books and brochures,
etc.,” he said. “Given that the center has an exten-
sive organizational chart, the capacity of professors,
university students, and external institutions will
be used, and the signing of this Memorandum
of Understanding will create the ground for us to
take an effective step in the important mission of
culture-building and tobacco prevention.”
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Iranian Anti-Tobacco Association
In every 4 seconds one person | 22,000 peaple daily Jbecomes a victim of smoking
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