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Achieving a tobacco-free city with the

implementation of the PAD national project

The meeting of the PAD (prevention of smok-
ing in schools) national project was held at the
headquarters of the special police command of
the East of Tehran province (located in Varamin
County). This meeting was attended by Ali-Reza
Shams, the prosecuting attorney of Varamin,
Kiyoomars Azizi, the special police commander
of the East of Tehran province, Hujjat-al Islam
Mohsen Mahmoodi, the temporary Friday
Prayers’” Imam of Varamin, Mohammad-Reza
Sohrabi, the health deputy of the Shahid Beheshti
University of Medical Sciences, Mohammad-Reza
Masjedi, the Secretary General of the Iranian
Anti-Tobacco Association (IATA), and other guests.
According to IATA Public Relations, the prose-
cuting attorney of Varamin said in this meeting,
“According to the law, we can encounter the supply
of hookah. But after several years of its approval,
this law has not been implemented in any cafes,
teahouses, or restaurants. The best policy is that
we should refrain from using force and violence,
and preventive and cultural measures have prior-
ity in the first step. As long as this aim is not

achieved, it will be very difficult to do the work.” In
relation to the prohibition of hookah use in public
places, Ali-Reza Shams emphasized, “Although
according to Article 156 of the Constitution, the
prevention of crimes and violations is the respon-
sibility of the judiciary, preventive measures
should be given priority. According to the law,
however, we consider ourselves obliged to enter
this field as well.” Stating that the municipalities
should also participate in this regard, Azizi said,
“Municipalities can have a significant impact on
the prevention of smoking by installing prohibi-
tory signs, providing information about the harms
of smoking, and cultural measures.” According
to him, “It is necessary to prevent the use of
tobacco by youngsters via preventive measures.
In connection with banning the sale of tobacco
within a one-hundred-meter radius of schools,
good initiatives have been taken.”

PAD project needs all-inclusive development and
support
Referring to the measures taken at the

beginning of the PAD project, the temporary
Friday Prayers’ Imam of Varamin called for the
continuation and expansion of these measures
and stated, “Unfortunately, the most attractive
signs in the city are related to tobacco prod-
ucts, despite the fact that the Council of Public
Culture has a specific resolution to remove
these advertising signs. The municipality should
also intervene in this regard. Therefore, it is
necessary to work on the prevention of smoking
by using social space-building, social demand-
ing, and the capacity of the media.”

Mohammad-Reza Masjedi, IATA’s Secretary
General, stated in this meeting that currently,
the biggest problem of young people is related
to addiction, which originates from tobacco.
Referring to the absence of any ban on tobacco
products, he said, “The US has given a green
light to the export of tobacco to Iran, while we
have many problems in the preparation of the
COVID-19 vaccine, which is due to the lack of
permission to transfer the vaccine from the US.”

We should start banning smoking from visual media
Pointing out that every year 140,000 new
cancer patients are diagnosed and 45,000
people die due to cancer in the country, IATA’s
Secretary General emphasized, “By controlling
and preventing tobacco use, we can prevent
one-third of cancers.” Masjedi added, “By giving
incentives to farmers, tobacco companies in the
north and northwest of the country encourage
them to cultivate tobacco instead of cultivating
strategic crops, and this is a serious danger in
the field of national health.”

At the end of this meeting, a Memorandum
of Cooperation was concluded between IATA
and the special police command of the East
of Tehran province. Moreover, the Secretary
General of IATA was appreciated by the Second
Brigadier General Kiyoomars Azizi, the special
police commander of the East of Tehran prov-
ince, and the son of Shahid Mohseni.
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