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RED CARD

First Anti-Tobacco Monthlyinlran

The Secretary of the Supreme Council of the Cultural Revolution emphasized in the meeting on “Explanation of the Governance System and

Social Policymaking”;

The necessity of paying attention to cultural attachments
in solving social harms

The Secretary of the Supreme Coun-
cil of the Cultural Revolution empha-
sized the importance of cultural at-
tachments in reducing social harms
and said: In the issue of addiction,
in addition to the health attachment,
there must also be a cultural attach-

\ T Syt 2 ment; because the mind of the sick
person is more important than his body iﬁ quitting addiction. This view should also
be taken seriously in other areas of social harms such as child labor, neglect, and
marginalization.

According to the Public Relations of “lata”, citing the Media and Public Relations Cen-
ter of the Supreme Council of Cultural Revolution, Hojjatoleslamol Khosrowpanah,
on Sunday, December 24, 1403, at a meeting to explain the governance system and
social policy-making, which was held at the center with the presence of Dr. Babak
Negahdari, Majles head of the Research Center, emphasizing the challenges in the
field of social harms, stated: “Despite the large number of institutions, structures, and
policies that have been developed, there is no tangible reduction in social harms, and
in some cases we are even witnessing an increase in these harms.”

He added: “It seems that one of the main reasons for this situation is the large number
of relevant agencies. The country has 95 monitoring centers that operate in various
ways, but many of these centers are unaware of each other and operate separately.
Integrating these centers and appointing a single custodian for social issues at the
highest executive level of the country is an undeniable necessity.”

The Secretary of the Supreme Council of the Cultural Revolution pointed to the role
of the people and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) in reducing social harms
and said: In many countries, the people are one of the main foundations in solving
these problems, but in our country, the existing structures often hinder the effective
activity of these organizations. He emphasized that conditions must be created so
that these organizations can operate freely and in harmony with national policies. The
numerous provincial councils should be reformed into a single socio-cultural council
in the provinces and the help of the people should be used to solve the problems.
The Head of the Majles Research Center considered it important to pay attention to
the participation of the people in social policy-making and the governance arena and
continued: For the efficiency of governance, we need the presence of the people and

the role of middlemen, which the Supreme Leader has also emphasized.
Negahdari Babk said that middlemen are the link between the people and the
government, and said: The middlemen convey the voice of the people and their
demands to the government and convince the people to implement the govern-
ment’s policies.

Dr. Negahdari considered the need to form a common mindset among officials
for the role of the people, empowering popular organizations, and building in-
stitutions and legislation as requirements for the role of the people in the field of
governance, and emphasized that the Majles Research Center has taken positive
steps in various sectors to help the people play a role.

In the continuation of this meeting, Dr. Mohammad Abbasi, former head of the
country’s social organization, also analyzed the factors affecting social harms and
said: Despite the fact that poverty and many economic issues play a fundamental
role in the birth of social harms, cultural issues have a more serious impact and
the economy cannot be considered the primary factor.

Dr. Mohammad Reza Masjedi, Secretary General of the Iranian Anti Tobacco
Association for the Fight against Tobacco Use, also emphasized in this meet-
ing: The tobacco issue has a comprehensive law on national control and fight
against tobacco and executive regulations, and unfortunately, no one adheres to
the implementation of this law. The general policies of the Seventh Development
Plan announced by the Supreme Leader emphasize the development of strategic
products, reforming the cultivation pattern, and prioritizing the production of stra-
tegic agricultural goods such as wheat, barley, and oilseeds, while currently the
agricultural lands of the northern provinces are allocated to tobacco cultivation.
The former governor of Golestan even signed a contract with the tobacco com-
pany and allocated agricultural lands to tobacco cultivation instead of cotton and
strategic products.

Dr. Abdolrahman Rostamian, a member of the academic board of Tehran Univer-
sity of Medical Sciences and head of the Ministry of Health’s Social Responsibility
Working Group, emphasized the importance of collecting tobacco taxes, adding:
Resources from collecting tobacco taxes can be allocated to three areas such
as prevention (health system), physical education (creating free sports facilities),
and issues such as these, and efforts should be made to increase tobacco taxes
in the 1404 budget.
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