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RED CARD

First Anti-Tobacco Monthlyinlran

Ayatollah Mohammadi Golpayegani stated at the “Annual General Assembly Meeting of the Iranian Anti-Tobacco association”

According to religious guidelines, everyone should take
care of themselves and their families

The Chief of Staff of the Su-
preme Leader said: The harms
of cigarettes are very clear and
a for humans; one of the scourg-
es that America brought upon
the world was tobacco.
i According to the report of the
“lata” public relations, quoting
IRNA, Ayatollah Mohammad Mohammadi Golpayegani, Chairman of the
Board of Trustees of the Iranian Anti-Tobacco association, stated this at
the “Annual General Assembly Meeting of the Iranian Anti-Tobacco as-
sociation” held on Friday, January 11, at the location of the Anti-Tobacco
association, adding: “Our country has faced many attacks, especially from
America, since the victory of the revolution. A few days ago, we witnessed
the Supreme Leader calling America’s hatred towards us and the Islamic
Revolution “the hatred of a camel.”
He emphasized: America has so far used every small and big conspiracy
it could against us. For example, a friend said in the same meeting that re-
garding the import of the flu vaccine, the money to buy it was ready and the
seller was willing to sell it, but due to these sabotages, the deal did not take
place. There was a time when 700 people died in this country every day,
and this figure is not small; that is, 700 families were mourning every day.
Ayatollah Mohammadi Golpayegani added: According to the Supreme
Leader, when the enemies did not get results from hardware, technical,
and technological attacks, they resorted to software attacks, which is noth-
ing but a cultural invasion. They want to corrupt our youth. Therefore, we
must be very careful.
He continued: Of course, these cultural attacks also have an antidote. The
Quran says to take care of yourself and your family. We are religious and
pray and we perform our duties. If we want our children’s future to be guar-
anteed, we must open their feet to mosques and schools.

In this meeting, Hojjatoleslam Seyed Hassan Moein Shirazi, the chair-
man of the board of directors of the Iranian Anti-Tobacco association,
called cigarettes the mother of evil and said: Cigarettes are the gateway
to many social disorders, including addiction and alcohol consumption.
He added: The laws related to combating tobacco in the country are
not being implemented properly. We are witnessing that cigarette and
tobacco shops are sprouting like mushrooms all over the country. The
question is whether these shops have obtained the necessary license
from the Ministry of Health in accordance with the law, and if they have
not, then why are they active?!

Mohammad Reza Masjedi, the secretary general of the Iranian Anti-To-
bacco association, continued by stating that 72 percent of the country’s
cigarettes are manufactured by Japanese and other foreign companies
and said: A tax on cigarettes is the simplest tax that can be levied to
protect the health of the society. Global research has shown that every
10 percent increase in the price of cigarettes reduces their consumption
by 8 percent.

Masjedi stated that unfortunately, the alarm bells have been raised
about the increase in tobacco use by girls and women in Iran, and said:
“In a meeting we had with President Pezshkian, he communicated the
plan to the Minister of Education.

Mahmoud Lolachian, Vice Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the
Iranian Anti-Tobacco association, also called on the country’s economic
activists to use the capacity of the country’s eulogists to fight tobacco,
saying: “People like Haj Mansour Arzi, who are able to attract young
people, can be effective in this field.

Mohammad Reza Sohrabi, Deputy Director of Health at Shahid Be-
heshti University, also considered the increase in cigarette consump-
tion among women to be worrying, and said: “The most important task
in fighting tobacco is to reduce access to these substances.”
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