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Emphasis on the Social Responsibility of Artists in Reducing the Nor-
malization of Tobacco Use

A joint consultation meeting between the Iranian Anti-Tobacco Associ-
ation and the Managing Director of Cinema House was held on Sun-
day, December 13, at the premises of Cinema House, with the aim of
exploring the role of cinema and artists in reducing the normalization
of tobacco consumption and strengthening the social responsibility of
cultural and artistic professionals.

According to the Association’s Public Relations Office, Homayoun
Asadian, Managing Director of Cinema House, expressed apprecia-
tion for the Association’s effective actions in the field of tobacco con-
trol and prevention. Referring to his experiences during visits to vari-
ous countries including the United States, he stated that anti-tobacco
policies are pursued seriously in many parts of the world, which has
significantly contributed to reducing tobacco use among different age
groups. Unfortunately, however, he noted that in Iran, a comprehen-
sive and coordinated national commitment to addressing this issue
has not yet fully developed.Criticism of Increasing Depictions of To-
bacco Use in Visual MediaAsadian criticized the growing number of
scenes depicting tobacco use in films and television series, particu-
larly on streaming platforms. He pointed out that, although in some
productions smoking is attributed to negative characters, unfortunate-
ly this behavior is also displayed by positive figures. Considering the
broad audience and social influence of actors, such portrayals can
directly affect young viewers’ attitudes, choices, and behaviors. He
emphasized the need for a serious reassessment of this trend within

the film industry.Cinema House’s Commitment to Health-Oriented
Initiatives

Highlighting initiatives such as the “Guardians of Water” campaign,
Asadian underscored that engagement in environmental issues,
public health, and anti-tobacco efforts forms an essential part of
Cinema House’s social responsibility. He added that, just as Cin-
ema House has been proactive in addressing the water crisis, it
stands fully prepared to cooperate with the Iranian Anti-Tobacco
Association in the field of tobacco control and prevention.

The Importance of Health Messaging by Artists

Dr. Mohammadreza Masjedi, Secretary-General of the Iranian An-
ti-Tobacco Association, stressed the vital role of artists in commu-
nicating health messages to the public. He noted that, according to
the Comprehensive National Law for the Control and Prevention
of Tobacco Use, depicting tobacco consumption in films and tele-
vision programs is strictly prohibited. As public role models, artists
bear a special responsibility in safeguarding individual, familial, and
societal well-being.

Linking Health to Well-being

Dr. Nader Asgari, Technical Advisor to the Association, emphasized
cinema’s role as a mirror of society, stating that if the goal is to
promote mental and emotional well-being, cinematic works should
also convey this sentiment to audiences. Since genuine well-being
originates from physical health, he proposed the establishment of
joint think tanks between filmmakers and health professionals to
deliver health messages in subtle, effective, and enduring ways
through cinema.

Global Strategies for Reducing Tobacco Depictions in Films

In conclusion, Dr. Sharif Torkmannejad, Scientific Advisor to the
Association, referred to the World Health Organization (WHO)
recommendations on preventing the promotion of tobacco use in
visual media. He highlighted several key measures, including strict
enforcement of age-based film classification, complete prohibition
of tobacco brand appearances, mandatory display of anti-tobacco
warnings and public health messages before screenings, as effec-
tive global approaches that could also be implemented in Iran.
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In every 4 seconds, one person (22,000 people daily) becomes a victim of smoking
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