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Approval and Announcement of Five National Tobacco Prevention Packages by the Supreme Council of the Cultural

Revolution (SCCR) Marks the Beginning of a New Era in Health-Oriented Policymaking in the Country

The five national tobacco prevention packages covering schools, uni-
versities, multimedia productions, cyberspace, and public places and
workplaces represent a turning point in the country’s cultural health
and a source of hope for a tobacco-free generation. Following two
years of intensive work by the Iranian Anti-Tobacco Association and
close collaboration among the country’s scientific, cultural, and exec-
utive institutions particularly the Secretariat of the Supreme Council of
the Cultural Revolution and the members of its think tank these pack-
ages were finalized and approved at the 119th session of the Supreme
Council of the Cultural Revolution on Tuesday, 22 Mehr 1404 (October
14, 2025), chaired by President Dr.Masoud Pezeshkian, Gholam-Hos-
sein Mohseni-Ejei (Chief Justice of Iran) and Mohammad Bagher
Ghalibaf (Head of the Islamic Consultative Assembly (Majlis) of Iran).
According to the Public Relations Office of the Association, the ap-
proval of the five national tobacco prevention packages, as stated by
Dr. Mohammad Reza Masjedi, Secretary-General of the Iranian An-
ti-Tobacco Association, marks the beginning of a new era in the coun-
try’s health-oriented policymaking.

In this regard, we spoke with Dr. Mohammad Reza Masjedi, Secre-
tary-General of the Association. He noted that after years of efforts
to move the issue of tobacco out of the margins and into the core of
the country’s cultural decision-making, today we are witnessing the
realization of a historic step. “The approval of these five policy pack-
ages is not only an executive framework for tobacco control,” he said,
“but also a turning point in the country’s movement toward sustainable
health and a tobacco-free society.”

Dr. Masjedi added that these packages, grounded in scientific re-
search, social evidence, and the country’s cultural capacities, aim to
gradually change public behavior and beliefs regarding tobacco use.
“Changing the culture of consumption is the key to controlling it,” he
emphasized.

Referring to the process of approving this document, the Secre-
tary-General explained that its significance lies in being adopted
at the highest level of cultural policymaking in the country the Su-
preme Council of the Cultural Revolution with the presence of the
heads of the three branches of government. “Its legal standing is
higher than that of parliamentary legislation,” he said. “This means
that all executive bodies in the country are obligated to implement
its provisions. This is the first time that tobacco control has become
a national social and cultural issue with enforceable guarantees.”
Dr. Masjedi stated that today there is unprecedented cooperation
among ministries and cultural, educational, and civil institutions.
“From the Ministry of Health and the Ministry of Education to the
national media, seminaries, universities, and non-governmental or-
ganizations, all are united along this path. This synergy shows that
combating tobacco is no longer solely the government’s responsi-
bility, but a collective movement of an entire nation.”

While expressing appreciation for the continuous efforts of the Min-
istry of Health and Medical Education in combating tobacco use,
he stressed that the Ministry stands at the forefront of protecting
public health and plays an irreplaceable role in safeguarding the
health of the people. He expressed hope that through activating the
National Tobacco Control Headquarters and consistently pursuing
the implementation of the new resolutions of the Supreme Council
of the Cultural Revolution, these efforts will bear fruit and lead to a
tangible reduction in tobacco consumption across the country.
Addressing the health-related consequences of tobacco use, Dr.
Masjedi noted that more than 60,000 deaths annually in the country
are attributable to direct or indirect tobacco use, and that its eco-
nomic cost is estimated at over 40 trillion tomans per year. “How-
ever,” he added, “the greater threat lies in changes to cultural pat-
terns where cigarette and water-pipe use among young people has
become a form of social behavior. The new resolution is designed
precisely to confront this cultural normalization.”

In conclusion, Dr. Masjedi said: “Today we are witnessing the birth
of a national policy that has ignited a spark of hope along the path
of public health. Our goal by the year 1414 (2035) is to achieve
a significant reduction in tobacco consumption, change public at-
titudes, and raise a healthier generation. To reach this goal, ev-
eryone must stand together the government, the parliament, the
judiciary, cultural institutions, the media, and, most importantly, the
people. With coordinated implementation of these policies, we can
build a hopeful, informed, and tobacco-free generation.”

Iranian Anti=Tobacco Association(lATA)

In every 4 seconds, one person (22,000 people daily) becomes a victim of smoking
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