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RED CARD

First Anti-Tobacco Monthlyinlran

Presidential Directive by Dr. Masoud Pezeshkian:

National Strategies, Policies, and Institutional Division of
Responsibilities
for Cultural and Social Prevention of Tobacco Use in Iran

Dr. Masoud Pezeshkian, President of the Islamic Republic of Iran
and Head of the Supreme Council of the Cultural Revolution, has
officially promulgated the resolution entitled “Issues, Strategies,
National Actions, and Division of Organizational Duties concern-
ing Cultural and Social Prevention of Tobacco Use in the Coun-
try.” This resolution, adopted in the 922nd session of the Supreme
Council on October 13, 2025 (1404/7/22) and approved under the
537th meeting of the Subcommittee Council, was formally com-
municated on February 9, 2026 (20 Bahman 1404) to the relevant
institutions and stakeholders for implementation.

Introduction

Tobacco consumption—particularly among young people and ad-
olescents—poses a serious threat to public health and the nation’s
social capital. Current data reveal an alarming decline in the age
of initiation, alongside a rising trend of tobacco use among women
and girls. This phenomenon imposes substantial economic and
healthcare burdens upon the national health system and simul-

taneously intensifies social harms, creating fundamental chal-
lenges to the country’s path of sustainable development.
Global experience has demonstrated that purely restrictive or
punitive policies yield limited effectiveness in controlling tobac-
co use. Genuine transformation requires sophisticated cultural
and social interventions targeting the underlying causes of to-
bacco acceptance within various layers of society.

According to the National Actions 17 and 18 of Macro Strategy
6 in the National Cultural Engineering Map, explicit emphasis
is placed on (1) designing and implementing a comprehensive
cultural and informational program that highlights individual and
social harms of tobacco use through professional authorities
and relevant cultural and educational centers, and (2) planning
to enhance skills and empower families exposed to or affected
by tobacco-related harms, while expanding preventive and ther-
apeutic measures based on religious and cultural teachings.
Adopting a cultural and social approach toward tobacco con-
sumption serves as a complementary perspective to existing
legislative frameworks, offering a new dimension to the national
program for tobacco control and prevention. Accordingly, this
resolution prioritizes five key domains: schools, universities
and higher education institutions, multimedia productions, cy-
berspace, and public places and workplaces. The implementa-
tion will rely on coordinated collaboration among governmental
bodies, experts, civil actors, and community-based organiza-
tions engaged in efforts to prevent and combat tobacco use
throughout the nation.
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