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Dr. Abdolhossein Khosropanah Receives 2026 Global Award

!l

The World Health Organization (WHO) has recognized Iran’s
efforts to strengthen tobacco control through cultural and pre-
ventive strategies by awarding its 2026 World No Tobacco Day
Award for the Eastern Mediterranean Region to Dr. Abdolhossein
Khosropanah, Secretary of Iran’s Supreme Council of the Cultural
Revolution.The award was announced as part of WHO’s annual
World No Tobacco Day commemorations and acknowledges Dr.
Khosropanah’s leadership in advancing national policies aimed
at preventing tobacco use, particularly among young people. Ac-
cording to WHO, the recognition reflects the growing international
appreciation for approaches that address tobacco use not only as
a health issue, but also as a cultural and social challenge.

A key factor in the selection was Iran’s recent shift toward inte-
grating tobacco prevention into broader cultural and educational
policies. Under the guidance of the Supreme Council of the Cultur-
al Revolution, tobacco control has increasingly been incorporated
into the country’s Cultural Engineering Framework, emphasizing
prevention, public awareness, and intersectoral collaboration.
Central to these efforts was the development and implementation
of a comprehensive national policy document on the cultural and
social prevention of tobacco use. The framework outlines strategic
priorities, national actions, and institutional responsibilities, cre-

ating, for the first time, a coordinated mechanism that brings
together educational, cultural, media, and executive organiza-
tions around a common tobacco control agenda.

In its assessment, WHO highlighted several notable achieve-
ments, including the clear assignment of responsibilities to key
governmental institutions such as the Ministries of Education,
Science, and Culture, as well as the national broadcasting or-
ganization. These measures are intended to strengthen public
awareness and protect younger generations from the influence
of tobacco and nicotine products.Particular attention was given
to preventive initiatives within schools, universities, and other
educational settings, especially those designed to address the
growing appeal of emerging nicotine products such as elec-
tronic cigarettes and vaping devices. WHO also noted the es-
tablishment of monitoring and evaluation mechanisms aimed
at improving implementation of tobacco-related policies and
reducing the impact of direct and indirect tobacco promotion
in cultural and media content.The theme of World No Tobacco
Day 2026, “Unmasking the Appeal: Exposing Industry Tactics
on Tobacco and Nicotine Products,” focuses on revealing the
strategies used by the tobacco industry to attract new consum-
ers, particularly youth. Within this context, WHO'’s recognition of
Dr. Khosropanah reflects international support for policies that
seek to counter tobacco industry influence through education,
cultural engagement, and social prevention.

Alongside Dr. Khosropanah, Dr. Behzad Valizadeh, a leading
figure in Iran’s tobacco control community, was also recognized
for his contributions to advancing tobacco control initiatives.
The award represents a significant international acknowl-
edgment of Iran’s ongoing efforts to strengthen public health
through prevention-oriented policies. It also highlights the im-
portant role that education, culture, and cross-sector collabo-
ration can play in reducing tobacco use and protecting future
generations from nicotine addiction and tobacco-related harm.

Iranian Anti=Tobacco Association(lATA)

In every 4 seconds, one person (22,000 people daily) becomes a victim of smoking
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Having a number of experienced physicians
and using the best methods of the basis of
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Iranian Anti-Tob:
Tel: (+9821)88105001-2

Smoking Cessatin Clinic
announces
its readiness to offer free services to those
‘who are willing to quit smoking
Tel: 88105003
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Nafas -e- Pak
(Clean Breath)
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Department of Tobacco
Studies & Policy Research

In order to fight against smoking
(cigarette and Hookah)
and prevent its growth

Clean BreathEducational Center

presents a variety of
free happy programs in this center, schools
and Kindergartens for children
between 6 and 12
Tel:88105188-9

Tobacco Control Research Center

Iranian Anti-Tobacco association

for more information and registratio, pleas contact the above-mentioned phone numbers

Address: No. 4, Farahani pour Avenue, 7th Avenue,Seyyed Jamaloddin Asad Abadi street (Yuosef Abad), Tehran
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